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This Book is Dedicated To: 


All the hard-working men and women 
who through the years 
gave of their time and talent 
to establish in East Toledo 
commercial success 
and 

a better life for their children 


* * * 


East Toledo Business and Industry census 1860-2000 


Year 

# Businesses 
& Industries 

Comments 

1860 

25 

The average number of businesses and industries per year from 1860-2000 in East Toledo is 

360 

1900 

250 


1925 

475 


1950 

650 

This would be near the peak of business and industry in the history of East Toledo 

1975 

525 


2000 

300 

The estimated number of businesses and industries in East Toledo from 1860-2000 is over 

2300* (this is a cumulative number) 











EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 


“Many Ways to Make a Living” 

Introduction 


East Toledo has always been a working-class community—and 
proud of it. It was the lure of good jobs that brought thousands of 
immigrants from all over the world to the burgeoning factories and shops 
of the East Side. Immigrants from Hungary, Germany, France, England, 
Bulgaria, Ireland, and many other countries came to America for the 
promise of a living wage and a better life for their children. 

In 1870, shortly after the end of the Civil War, there were about 
400 people living east of the Maumee River in East Toledo and Oregon 
Township. By the 1920s there were about 45,000. This astounding 
population boom represents a doubling of those original 400 residents 
every six months for over 50 years! This amazing growth was fueled by 
the opportunity to find good jobs. 

East Siders have always been hard workers. Those waves of 
immigrants who became railroaders, ironworkers, shipbuilders, farmers, 
and shopkeepers in East Toledo are a microcosm of all the workers who 
came to America and built this country into a great nation. The ethnic 
melting-pot of East Toledo and its neighborhoods has helped make it a 
stronger community with a richer historical heritage. 

The first settlers east of the river were Peter Navarre and his four 
brothers who arrived in 1807. They were French-Canadian fur traders, 
setting their traps as far away as Fort Wayne. They built cabins out along 
Otter Creek Road near the Bay Shore. When the War of 1812 broke out 
with England, Peter and Robert served as scouts for the American army 
based at Fort Meigs. Their efforts were important in helping secure the 
Northwest Territories for the westward expansion of the nation. 

After the War of 1812, a few pioneer settlers began to carve small 
farms out of the dense forests at the edges of the great black swamp. By 
the 1830s, about thirty families lived in what became East Toledo and 
Oregon Township. The Township was officially named in 1837, and the 
East Side became the 6 th Ward of Toledo in 1853. No bridge over the 
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river existed until 1865, and that was a toll bridge. Not until the mid- 
1870s was there a reliable link to the downtown. 

The first business in East Toledo was a saw mill on the riverbank 
built by Thomas Bradberry in 1848. The next year, Victor Plumey 
opened the first store on Front Street. In 1850, S. S. Curtis built a saw 
mill at the foot of Cherry Street (Euclid), and Charles Phillips opened 
another store that same year. Also in 1850, Elijah Woodruff had a wheat 
field running from what is now Main Street north between the river and 
the ravine past where Waite High School now stands, from which he 
harvested 1,675 bushels of wheat. 

The only real roads on the East Side in the mid- 19 th century were 
the River Road (now Front and Miami streets) and the Woodville Plank 
Road. After Cherry Street (Euclid) and Oak Street were laid out in 1853, 
the first real business district developed around that Front, Oak, and 
Euclid area. Main Street, then called Bridge Street, was not graded until 
1873. The next year, in 1874, the large Plumey Block, anchored by 
Plumey & Metzger Dry Goods, became the first large business block on 
the East Side (see page 20). 

Also, during the 1850s, railroads came to the East Side, leading to 
business growth, especially in the Oak and Fassett Street areas. Dr. John 
Fassett’s original 1830s farm soon became surrounded by commercial 
enterprises. In 1859, Stillman and Daniel Brown bought a small stock 
yard, built a slaughter house in 1861, and erected a hotel in 1862. They 
also started a general store in that area the following year. That year also, 
D. N. Trowbridge started a stave factory, and the Tracy brothers built a 
saw mill along the river. 

In 1885, natural gas was found in East Toledo, and other wells 
were soon drilled, making the East Side attractive to the rest of Toledo 
for the first (and last?) time. People realized that land could be purchased 
on the east side of the river, and closer to the downtown, for half the price 
of land on the west side. The East Side began to boom during the late 
1800s. From the four or five hundred people who lived east of the river 
at the time of the Civil War, the population had grown to about 3,200 by 
1876, showing a slow but steady increase. Eight years later, after the toll 
was removed from the bridge and land speculation took off, the 
population had reached 5,000. Eight years after that, it more than 
doubled to 12,000 people! With this growth land prices also doubled, 
and soon there were macadamized streets, sewage lines, street railways, 
electric arc lights, sidewalks, water mains, and fire hydrants. The 
business boom had begun. 
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TOLEDO MONTHLY CITY DIRECTORY. 

EAST TOLEDO 


Birkenhauer Henry, no Cherry, r same. 

Barbers. 

White Teter, Cherry nr Front, r Cherry. 

Blacksmiths. 

Clark & Remelsbecker, 56 First. 

W E Clark r Cl.errv nr 4th. 

Joseph Remelsbecker r Cherry. 
Edinison & Long, Bridge nr Front. 

Win Enmisun r First nr Cherry. 

Joshua W Long r Fourth nr Cherry. 
Frobase Wm, 137 Clark, r same. 

Monree James, Oak. 

Boots & Shoes. 

McMahon M, 118 Chenry, r same. 

Coopers. 

Kratt Michael, Miami, Seaman. 

Copper, Sheet Iron & Cutlery. 
Brossia F E, 48 Front, r same. 

Dress Making. 

Hoyt Gertie S, Front, r same. 

Drugs and Medicines. 
IIAII.EY GEO., ttiiinii. r hhiiio. 
Stahl A J. jo Front, bds Cherry cor 6th. 
COOK UltOS. 42 Front. 

Lester N Cook, bds Oswald cor ad. 

Wm S Cook, bds Oswald cor ad. 

Dry Goods. 

r - --- ~, .18 Cherry. 

?> B Krcps r Ferrysbure. 

• I S Kreps r PerrysburL 
l.AM'TO «V Co., Front. 

P.arney Lancto r Cherry cor sth. 

H Rogers r Front. 

Scheets Geo, a8 Front, r same. 


SMITH IllcnS.. Miami. 

J M Smith r Yeager blk. 

Wm R Smith r Miami. 

Groceries and Provision*. 
Aschenbrenner Jno, 46 Front, r same. 

F.dcarson L, Starr av r same, 
omit GIF A into.. ItfiHinl. 

Adolph Georgie r Fasset cor Rennet. 

Bernard Georgie r Fassett tor Bennett. 

Hulcc Henry, Cherry nr Frort, r same. 

McGrath Thomas. Bridge cor 6th, r same. 

Mcanv Wm. .Miami cor Fassett, r l assct nr Yondoia. 
Munch Joseph. Oak cor First, r same. 

Plumey K Mct/gcr. I'lunicv Blk 
Cyril Plumey r Cherry". 

1 . A Metrgcr r Cherry. 

Webh Ik Mvers, Front. 

F 1 Wibb r 16 First. 

H J Myers, r Platt. 


Hardware. 

TOKHKS A Mcl.AIN, 90 Front. 

J J Vorhes r Oswald. 

Jno McLain r 553 Erie. 

Hotel. 

Brown's Hotel, Chas. Bump, Prop., Fassett. 

Oregon House, Mrs. Kate Kaechele, Prop., 1st cor Oak 
Temperance Hotel, Mrs H Rogers, Prop., Front. 

Lumber Deelera. 

Tracy Bros., Miami. 

Henry Tracy r Miami. 

Erank Tracy r same. 

Met! Market. 

Leddy Dennis, 114 Cherry, r same, 

Millinery. 

Butterfield Mrs M A, 56 Front, r same 
Brown, Mrs. E D, Front, r same. 

Photographer. 

Hosley Wm H, 58 1st. r same. 


Trutlon J L, Front cor Bridge. 

Wilson Frank P. Cherry nr Front, r 335 Chcrr. 
Jaeger F, Plumey Blk. 

Reel Estele. 


Reetaurant. 

Helbing H, Plumey Blk, r same. 

Saloon, 

Bardey E F, 3 Oak, r same. 

Buchert Geo.. 145 Cherry, r same. 

Fink Michael 34 Front, r same. 

Freid Gc<.., First, r same. 

Gschwind Joseph, Front, hds Birkenhauer's. 

Helm Charles. Miami nr Fassett, r same. 

Luddington Wm, Wuodville cor East Broadway. 

Regan E, Front r same. 

Sandner Mathias, at8 Bridge, r same, 
ZIMMFIIMAX J., Bridge cor Slnrr, r same. 
Seloon and Boarding. 


Stave Menufacturers. 
TIUnvnmiKJE » X A NON, Front. 

D X Trowbride r Franklin av. 

Frank E Trowbridge r 373 St Clair. 

Tailoring. 

Schmidt Mathias, Starr ar nr Cherry. 

Wagon Makers and Repairere. 
Bihn Lewis, First nr Oak, r 3d. 

Stagnar Jno, Oak cot Elm, r Second. 

Witch and Clock Repairer. 
Til ATEMEK T. I>., 22 Front. 


East Side Businesses from City Monthly Directory, about 1880. 

By 1894, at the time of Isaac Wright’s book about East Toledo, 
there were 23 doctors, 2 architects, 11 barber shops, 7 bakers, 5 boot and 
shoe stores, 8 blacksmiths, 3 coal dealers, 2 cigar makers, 1 dentist (Dr. 
Park), 7 dry goods stores, 7 drug stores, 6 flour and feed dealers, 49 
groceries and meat markets, 4 hotels, 2 hardware stores, 2 livery stables, 
4 plumbers, 3 painters, 4 tinsmiths, 3 tailors, 2 veterinarians, 2 
undertakers, a laundry, a jeweler, a photographer, and a lawyer. The 
largest industries were the Malleable Iron Works, Maumee Rolling Mill, 
and the Toledo Bridge Company, each employing about 500 men. Other 
businesses listed by Wright with between fifteen and fifty employees 
include National Milling, Rolling Stock Car Works, Paragon Oil, Craig 
Shipyard, Craig Oil, Wheeling Car Shops, Fire Brick & Tile Works, 
Backus & D. M. Elevators, Chambers’ Lumber & Planing Mill, Tracy’s 
Brick Yard, and Chamberlain’s Rhubarb Gardens. The Sun Oil 
Company had only ten employees. 

The coming of the 20 th century saw the continued rapid growth of 
business and industry east of the river. Railroads, grain shipping, oil 
refining, ship building, iron works, and other large industries flourished 
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during those busy years. And with the growth in population, smaller 
stores and support businesses grew up all around the East Side, along 
with the houses, schools, and churches. Comer groceries appeared in 
every neighborhood, and commercial streets such as Main, Starr, and 
East Broadway became filled with new businesses. 

The Depression of the 1930s took a toll on the East Side, but 
World War II led to a time of new prosperity. Then in the 1960s and 
1970s, the flight to the suburbs, hastened by new freeways and outlying 
shopping centers and malls, along with the incorporation of the 
municipalities of Oregon and Northwood that land-locked the East Side, 
led to decline in the area’s commercial base. The closing of large 
industries, such as Gulf Oil and Chevron, along with decreasing 
employment at the railroads, LOF, and other large companies throughout 
the area, was hard on the older sections of Toledo like the East Side. In 
addition, supermarkets and national chain stores closed up many of the 
small comer stores and family businesses that once were the life-blood of 
the East Side economy. 

Yet there is much hope for the 21 st century on the East Side. 
Shipping, oil refining, railroads, and other heavy industry can still thrive 
along the river and the Front Street corridor north to the port. Also, 
beginning in the 1970s, River East Economic Revitalization Corporation, 
under the leadership of Don Monroe and its Board of Directors, has 
created hundreds of jobs in East Toledo and kept many businesses in the 
area In recent years, the Docks Restaurants, spear-headed by Tom 
Cousino, have flourished in beautiful International Park, and several 
market-rate condos have sprung up along the riverfront. Now, at this 
writing, the plans for the Marina District between Main Street and the 
new 1-280 bridge bring the potential for vast new development on the 
East Side with a huge impact on the business community. This 
traditionally hard-working community may be ready for a new cycle of 
business and industry. 

This book seeks to highlight the history of business and industry 
on the East Side, beginning with the 1800s, and continuing up to the 
present time at the beginning of the 21 st century. Chapters are divided 
into the early years, the major heavy industries, the railroads, support and 
lighter industries, Main Street, and the smaller neighborhood businesses. 
It is not possible to document anywhere near all of the businesses on the 
East Side, as there were at least four or five hundred on Main Street alone 
over the years. But it is hoped that the pictures and descriptions 
presented here will be a reminder of the rich history over the last 150 
years of East Toledoans at work. 
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Chapter One 

* 

“It’s Off To Work We Go” 


* _ * 

The Early Years: 1870-1900 


Prior to 1870, there was a scattering of business and industry 
around East Toledo, most of it located in a few areas close to the river, 
primarily at Front and Euclid, near Oak and Fassett, and in Ironville. 

The earliest concentration of commercial enterprise was in the 
area of Front Street and Euclid Avenue (then called Cherry Street). A 
few stores appeared there around 1850, followed by a saw mill on the 
river. Oak Street and Cherry (Euclid) were platted in 1853. Main Street, 
known as Bridge Street until 1894, had few businesses until around the 
turn of the century. 

Early development along Front Street was originally helped by a 
ferry service that departed from that area at a time when the riverbank 
came right up to the street. When the first Cherry Street Bridge was built 
in 1865, Front and Main was still a scrubby little hill. It was not until the 
1870s, when a new bridge was erected (without a toll), that business on 
the East Side began to grow rapidly. 

Another area of East Toledo that had some of the earliest 
business development was along Fassett Street in the vicinity of Oak 
Street. The Fassett family farmed in that part of the East Side as early as 
the 1830s, but it was the coming of the Columbus and Toledo Railroad 
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(later the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway) that brought 
commercial enterprise into the area by the late 1860s. Soon two cousins, 
Daniel and Stillman Brown, opened a large stockyard and slaughterhouse 
where the Weiler Homes is now located. 

Before long, their operation was the largest between Buffalo and 
Chicago. They also built a large hotel on Fassett Street near the tracks 
adjacent to their stockyards. As they prospered, the Browns erected two 
large mansions side by side on the river where the Jobst building is today. 
Stillman Brown’s mansion lasted until 1946, and Stillman Street by the 
Weiler Homes is named for Mr. Brown. The success of the C & T 
Stockyard (later the LS & MS Stockyard) led to other commercial 
development along Fassett all the way to the river, and by 1895 the 
Fassett Street Bridge would be built to connect this growing area to the 
Walbridge Street neighborhood in the South End. 

The third early business district in East Toledo was to the north 
along the river in a little community known as Ironville. In 1863, the 
Manhattan Iron Company built a large furnace on the river, giving a 
name to the residential district that soon followed. Other heavy industry 
that relied on river shipping soon located nearby, including coke plants, 
other iron works, oil refining, railroads, and shipbuilding. Ironville 
remained a close-knit community for an entire century, until it was 
completely leveled in the 1960s for an industrial park that never 
happened (see Appendix A). 

During the period 1870-1900, business and industry flourished in 
East Toledo, which led to rapid population growth and the development 
of whole neighborhoods. When the Malleable Iron Works located along 
the river in 1890 across from where Tony Packo’s Restaurant is today, it 
was surrounded by open fields. By 1900, the whole community of 
Birmingham had sprung up, filled with Hungarian immigrants who came 
to work in those nearby factories. 

Other residential areas of the East Side also followed commercial 
development, as families wanted to live near their place of employment. 
Churches (usually ethnic) and schools and neighborhood stores soon 
followed. In those last three decades of the 19 th century, the East Side 
went from a mostly rural community with a few areas of commerce near 
the river to a bustling, thriving collection of ethnic neighborhoods filled 
with a large variety of business and industry. 
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Brown’s Hotel, South Side of Fassett Street at the Lake Shore 
Railroad. Artist’s Rendering shortly before the Hotel Burned in 
1881. Built in the early 1860s, it was operated by cousins Daniel and 
Stillman Brown near their large stockyards (and its accompanying 
odors), which stood where the Weiler Homes is today. The stockyards 
led to other commercial development in the Fassett Street area. 



Advertisement for the Daniel and Stillman Brown Stockyards. 

Between the 1860s and 1880s, these stockyards, named for the railroad, 
processed more cattle than any stockyard between Buffalo and Chicago. 
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Ironville Cash Store in the 1880s, Millard Ave., near the River. The first 
store in the Ironville area, it was built in 1868 by the Manhattan Iron 
Company, the company that started Ironville in 1863, as a service to their 
employees. It was later managed by William Cobum. By 1884 the iron 
mill had been shut down and dismantled. 



Front View of Ironville Cash Store, 1880s. After the iron mill was closed, 
the store and post office continued for a few more years before being moved 
two blocks to a site on Front Street by the Bingham Brothers Coal & Cartage 
Company. Note horse and wagon, which either belonged to a customer or 
was used for deliveries. 
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Bingham Brothers Coal & Cartage, 2967 Front Street, Ironville. Wood 
is being hauled from Oregon Township to the Traufler Basket Factory. 
Looks like a grueling amount of work for two horses. 





Traufler Basket Factory, 134 Lee Street, Ironville, about 1900. 

Anthony Traufler, with his family and employees, poses next to the 
basket factory, which produced baskets of all sizes for the fruit 
growers and merchants in the area for forty years. 
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Toledo Shipyards, Front Street, early Postcard View. Shipbuilding was 
an important industry, dating back to the 1800s, with several companies 
operating at different times along the river on Front Street. 



Maumee Rolling Mill, Front Street, 1890s. It went into business in 1 884, 
and became one of the East Side’s largest pre-1900 industries, employing as 
many as 500 workers. Nearby streets of Steel, Carbon, and Licking took 
their names from the rolling mill. It was tom down in the early 1900s to 
make way for the Toledo Railway & Light Company, which later became 
the Toledo Edison Acme Plant. 
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The National Malleable Casting Company and the Toledo Flour 
Mill, 1894. The Malleable (at right) opened in 1890 when Birmingham 
was still farm fields. The huge casting plant employed as many as 500 
people. The two-year-old Toledo Flour Mill, later Nabisco, is shown at 
the left. By 1900, Birmingham was already a flourishing community. 


'Move to the East Si</e” 


2200 Front and Paine Sts. 
Toledo, Ohio 1911’ 



The National Malleable Castings Company, 2200 Front Street at Paine, 
1911. This view, looking west toward the river from Front Street, shows the 
extensive size of the plant. Much of Birmingham’s first growth was the 
result of the Malleable. It closed in the early 1930s. 
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National Milling Company, Front Street, about 1915. Photo taken 
from near the same view as above. The large elevators extending 
toward Front Street, labeled A-F, have been added. 


Toledo Flour Mill, 2221 Front Street, October 1893. Note early 
train engine and box cars in photo. The company was later known 
as National Milling, National Biscuit, and Nabisco, and it has been 
in business at its Front Street location now for 115 years. 
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The Union Elevator on Miami Street near the Lake Shore and 
Michigan Southern (later NYC) Railway Bridge. Grain shipping was 
another important early industry in Toledo, and many of the large elevators 
were located on the East Side in the late 1800s. Note the large three- 
masted vessel docked at the elevator. The Union Elevator burned on 
September 20, 1898, in a devastating fire resulting in the tragic loss of life 
of several members of the McNaull family, including two young children 
who were visiting their father at the time of the fire. 


View of the Old Union Elevator, Miami Street, about 1890. Note the 
train passing over the railroad bridge. 
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The Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad Elevator Company, 
also Located on Miami Street near Fassett This mammoth grain 
elevator was owned by the railroad. It burned on July 23, 1899. 



Ruins of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Grain Elevator, 
1899. The gentleman pictured is sitting on the supports of the burned 
out elevator. Note the three-masted vessel and the Fassett Street 
Bridge in the background of the photo. 
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1 



The Smith Bridge Company, about 1900. In 1880, the Smith Bridge 
Company was located near Miami Street and Oakdale. The company was 
responsible for the construction of the second Cherry Street Bridge, later 
partially destroyed by ice floes in 1908. The remainder of that bridge was 
then floated down river to become part of the Ash-Consaul Bridge, which 
lasted until 1957. Many other area bridges were erected by Smith Bridge, 
later known as Toledo Bridge, and then American Bridge Company. When 
the Oakdale and Miami site was vacated for the B & O Railroad, the 
company moved to East Broadway by the NYC Railroad. 





American Bridge Company, East Broadway, 1910. Large plant of the 
American Bridge Company at its new location on East Broadway at the Lake 
Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad (later New York Central). The factory 
was later used by the Unitcast Corporation. 
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The Klondike Oil Well, 
Millard Avenue at Duck 
Creek, Ironville, about 
1900. The most successful 
oil well in Lucas County. It 
was shot in August 1897, 
coming in with a large 
gusher, and continued to 
pump as late as 1970, 
bringing prosperity and 
other wells to the area. The 
presence of oil led to the 
growth of the refining 
industry, which was 
influential in the 
development of the East 
Side. Ironically, the 
Klondike was dismantled 
nearly to the month of its 
100 th birthday in 1997 
without any media mention 
or fanfare. The Millard 
Avenue overpass removed 
it from the landscape. 



The Last Remains of the Klondike Oil Well, 1996. Photo taken 
shortly before it was removed for the Millard Avenue overpass. 
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Early View of the Sun Oil Company about 1900. Sun Oil began in the 
1880s as the Diamond Oil Company, founded by Edward Emerson and 
Joseph Newton Pew. For over 100 years, it has been one of the largest 
employers in East Toledo. (See Chapter 2 for more about Sunoco.) 


Oliver Stevens Octagon House, Woodville Road near Pickle, early 1900s. 

Yes, the East Side once had an octagon house. It was built in 1855 by Oliver 
Stevens, who owned all the land that is now the Sun Oil Company, Navarre 
Park, and Willow Cemetery. The cemetery dates to the early 1850s, and land 
for the park was set aside in the early 1890s. As Sun Oil grew, the house was 
razed in 1935 for the new addition to the offices on Woodville Road. 
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Louis Bihn Wagon Shop, 160 Oak Street Very early photo of one of the first 
blacksmith and wagon shops in East Toledo, dating back to the 1860s. Pictured, 
left to right, are Helen Bihn, Louis Bihn, and Joseph Bihn. In business for over 
four decades, the shop was located about where Granger’s Auto Body is today 
near Oak and Miami Streets. The Bihn family also built the large Victorian 
home on Third Street near Oak that was recently renovated by Housing East. 



A. W. Crane & Co., Gardeners. Delivery Wagon, 1890s. A long-time East 
Toledo market gardener, A. W. Crane & Company was located on Oregon Road 
just south of Miami Street. The company was in business from about 1880 until 
1920. Crane supplied many outlets in the area with fresh produce from his 
Oregon Road acreage. 
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Main Street, Looking toward the Bridge from near Front Street, 1890s. 
Main Street was called Bridge Street until 1894, and the first commercial 
business district developed around Front, Oak, and Euclid (originally known 
as Cherry Street). The first bridge wasn’t built until 1865, and in the 1870s, 
the river still came all the way up to Front Street. By the 1890’s, streetcars 
like the one pictured mingled with the horses and buggies. 



Bridge Street (Main Street), Looking West toward First Street, 1888. 

This view of the south side of Main shows the street in its early development. 
The building at the left is gone, but the cluster of three next to it still survive. 
The old Best Restaurant building on the SW comer of First Street (behind the 
horse and wagon) was tom down in the 1990s. 
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Front and Main, Looking South on Front Street toward Euclid Ave., 1880s. 
This photo shows one of East Toledo’s first concentrated commercial areas. 
One small building with three window-bays on the 2 nd floor (just to the left of 
the pole) dating from 1886 still exists at this writing. The comer building at the 
left is the 1874 Plumey Block, the East Side’s first large commercial block. 





Plumey Block, SE Corner of Front & Main, built 1874. Main Street was still 
called Bridge Street when this photo was taken about 1880. Many Civil War 
veterans are shown here, as the Plumey Block was an early home of the Ford 
Post, G.A.R. It also housed Metzger’s Dry Goods, one of the first East Toledo 
businesses, which lasted in the family for well over 100 years. The Tin Shop 
next door at 56 Front St. belonged to Frederick Brossia. The Plumey Block later 
was known as the Garbe Block, and is now a Wendy’s Restaurant. 
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The Weber Block, Front & Main, 1896. Built on the NE comer of Front & 
Main in 1888, the Weber Block has been a cornerstone of the East Side 
business district for over 115 years. It was developed as an investment by the 
Weber Brothers, who owned a furniture store on Summit Street. In addition to 
L. E. Flory’s Dry Goods, in its early years the Weber Block was home to a 
business college, post office branch, YMCA branch. Masonic Lodge, a hotel, 
and a theater. It is the only building in the photo that still exists. Note the horse 
and buggies and the streetcar on Front Street approaching the comer of Main. 



Interior of L. E. Flory’s Dry Goods Store, Weber Block, about 1900. Mr. 
Flory is in the center of the photo, leaning his right arm on a display case. A 
wide variety of merchandise was offered, and the service must have been 
excellent judging by the number of clerks present. Flory later moved across 
Main Street and remained in business on the East Side a total of about 70 years. 
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Henry & Gross Grocery Store, NW Corner of Main & First Street, 
1894. Henry & Gross also seem to have employed a large number of 
clerks to serve their customers. The store at 121 Main Street did 
prosper and the small frame building was replaced about the turn of the 
century with a large brick business block known as the Friedman 
Building. Its later tenants included Finkbeiner Furniture and a well- 
known J. C. Penney store. (See Chapter 5 for more about Main Street. 



Police Station, Euclid Avenue & First Street, about 1900. Note the top 
of the Henry & Gross building on Main Street at the far left of this photo. 
This building on the NE comer of Euclid & First had also been the first East 
Side fire statioa The two fine police horses pulling the patrol wagon look 
like they could chase down any speeding buggies. The East Side Police 
Station later moved to a new building at Second Street and Oswald, which is 
now the Boys and Girls Club. 
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First East Toledo Fire Station, Euclid & First Street, before 1895. This 
full view of the 1870s building shows its fire alarm bell on the roof and the 
horse-drawn pumper proudly posed in front. 



Close-up of First Fire Station at Euclid (Cherry St) and First Street 
about 1890. Volunteer firemen in front of the station. It must have been an 
exciting place to visit for the young boy at right who was no doubt proud of 
his father. This 1870s building was originally the police station (page 22). 
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Rare Photo of Fire Companies Moving from Euclid Avenue to New #6 
Station at Starr & Main, about 1895. They are posed along Starr Avenue 
looking west toward Euclid. Note the brick paving. The old Wetli Building is 
at far right, and the George Scheets house, NW comer of Starr & Euclid, is 
behind the last wagon. In 1898, George Rudd was captain; drivers were Peter 
Young, Harry Gamer, C. Osborn, and Elery Consaul; laddermen were Charles 
Rudolph, Charles Harchow, and Oliver Whitmore; and horsemen were Ray 
Fassett, Emil Heinig, James Parks, and Burt Houseman. 


Engine House, No. 6, Starr & Main, built 1895. This early photo of No. 6 
shows off the new building, along with its firemen, equipment, and beautiful 
horses. Station 10 on Oak near Fassett and Station 13 on Front near Paine in 
Birmingham also date from the 1890s. This building for Station 6 stood at 
Starr & Main (where the parking lot of the Huntington Bank branch is now 
located) until 1951 when it moved into its current building on the southwest 
comer of Starr and Euclid. For more on fire stations, see chapter five. 
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Kopfs Hotel, right and 
below, NE Comer of 
Oak and First Street, 
about 1900. Built in the 
early 1880s, it was the 
Maumee House Hotel for 
a short time. By 1892 it 
had become the Riverside 
Hotel, but before the turn 
of the century it was 
owned by Michael Kopf, 
a Civil War veteran. He 
ran his hotel for over 20 
years, and then it became 
a saloon. The building 
has been gone for at least 
50 years. 



'4* ME ffit&r 
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G. W. Chollett Grocery, 626 Front Street (at Platt), 1890s. This old time 
grocery store went into business in the early 1880s and remained at the 
location for 20 years. It then became John Weiler & Son Grocery for nearly 
40 years before the building was razed. The site is now occupied by Central 
Hot Dog. Note the man and woman with bicycles. The 1890s was the 
golden age of the bicycle. 



C. A. Chollette Grocery Delivery Wagon, Bridge & Sixth Street, about 
1890. No doubt belonging to the same family as the above grocery, though 
with the retained French spelling of the name, C. A. Chollette’s store was at 
Bridge (Main) and Sixth Street by 1888. 
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McGrath & Sons General Store, 324 Fassett St. at Oak, about 1890. 

One of the oldest buildings in the Fassett Street area, probably patronized 
by the Fassett family, could have been built as early as the 1870s. Over 
the years, many stores have occupied the old building on the SW comer of 
Fassett and Oak, and it remains in business as a carry-out at this time. 



Charles Harsch Grocery Store, 1232 Starr Avenue (at Plymouth St.), 
1887. This early “comer store” began in business in the early 1880s and 
remained until about 1907. It then became the Lehman Grocery Store until 
the 1920s, followed by many other businesses up to the present day. 
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C. R. Olds & Son Grocery, 121 Fassett St. at Utah, 1895. Another 
pioneer East Toledo grocer, C. R. Olds went into business on the NW comer 
of Fassett and Utah in the mid-1880s, and continued to serve the Fassett St. 
neighborhood for nearly 40 years. The building was tom down in the 1990s. 



Olds & Son Grocery Delivery Wagon, about 1895. A classic delivery 
horse and buggy from the late 19 lh century. Most early grocers offered 
delivery with a purchase. 
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Rodemich Brothers Grocery Store, 1129 Miami Street, 1890s. Another 
classic old time grocery, Rodermich’s opened in the 1890s and remained in 
business for over four decades. The brick building, still standing between 
Fassett and Wilmot, was made into apartments, but is now deserted. 



Interior of Rodemich’s Grocery, about 1900. The Rodemich brothers are 
the gentlemen at far left and second from right. In addition to the cigars and 
“walnut meats,” notice the Tootsie Rolls for sale on the counter. 
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Advertisement, right, for 
Portable Fire Escape, 
about 1890. This 
ingenious device, patented 
in 1885, was sold at 
Christian Textor’s store on 
Miami Street, near Fassett. 


Below: A Streetcar on 
Fassett Street at Utah, 
Looking East toward 
Oak Street, about 1900. 

The post office building 
was on the SE comer of 
Fassett and Utah. Notice 
the three gentlemen 
waiting for the lady to step 
up unto the streetcar, and 
perhaps see a bit of ankle. 



PATKXTKO Jt.VtVHV at*. Iss.V 


. ^—-———- 

ABLE FIEE ESCAPE! 

The Best Hand Fire Escape in the Market. 


Self Preservation is the First Law 
Make Sure your way of Escape ! 


Tested up to 400 lbs Strain. 

TliIt* Fire Kucapc In c-speciaU> 
udaptnl to the* lint- o< Tourist**, 
Traveling Men, Hotels*, Hoard¬ 
ing momhch. S'rlvatt- Kcslden- 
«re«. Flreuii ii. Kit'. 


TOLEDO PORTABLE FIRE ESCAPE CO 

Atklrest all eomtmmicntloiw to the Secretary and Treasurer. 

J - c. TEXTOR, East Tolodo, Ohio. 
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Chapter Two 

* 


“Sixteen Tons and What Do You Get?” 

* * 


Heavy Industry in East Toledo 


East Toledo has always been a blue-collar community, an area of 
sturdy backs and strong muscles. Heavy industry on the East Side began 
naturally along the river, which led to residential neighborhoods 
developing nearby. 

When the Malleable Castings factory opened in 1890 on Front 
Street near Consaul, soon followed by National Milling, Interlake Iron, 
shipbuilding, and refineries, the Birmingham neighborhood sprang to life 
almost overnight. By the turn of the century it was a fully-populated 
community, largely made up of Hungarian immigrants, who flocked to 
the new world for the jobs offered in these industries. The Birmingham 
name ironically comes from Birmingham, England, because it was one of 
that country’s most industrialized cities. 

The Ironville community further north on Front Street also grew 
up as early as the 1860s around heavy industry that was dependent upon 
shipping on the river. The iron ore and coke plants gave the community 
its name, and other industries, such as shipbuilding and oil refining, 
arrived soon after. 

With the coming of the railroads, heavy industry expanded 
throughout the East Side. Grain elevators could be found all along the 
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river by the late 1800s. As early as the 1870s, a large stockyard was in 
the current-day Weiler Homes area, spurring the growth of the Fassett 
Street neighborhood. A large rolling mill was built on the river where the 
Edison Acme Plant would later stand. Oil refining, begun slowly in the 
1880s, grew into a major East Side industry, and Sun Oil and BP remain 
an important source of jobs today. 



The above panoramic aerial photograph, taken in 1904, provides 
a good example of the importance of industry and the river in the 
development of East Toledo. The photo was taken from above the 
vicinity of Oak Street and Starr Avenue, looking northwest. In the 
background, the downtown skyline consists of the steam plant 
smokestacks, the tallest structures until the Toledo Trust tower was built 
in 1912. 

On the east side of the river, all is industrial. Hundreds of T. & 
O. C. Railroad cars provide the most prominent feature along the 
riverfront, and all are loaded lull with coal. The huge coal loading docks 
can be seen along the shore. The East Side Grain Elevator, which was 
demolished in 1970, is the large structure in the middle right of the 
photograph. Behind the elevator, Main Street empties unto the old 
Cherry Street Bridge, soon to be replaced by the current bridge. 

At the far right, the Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge, removed in the 
1980s, curves across the river. A steam locomotive can be seen moving 
along the tracks just below the grain elevator after having crossed Main 
Street. This view is typical of the heavy industry all along the river and 
throughout the East Side. 

Today, the view is much different. Everything in this photograph 
is gone, and the entire area has become the center of International Park 
with the Docks Restaurants now standing on the riverfront. But in those 
early years, when industry built our cities, putting a park along a 
navigable river would have seemed the height of foolishness. 
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In the last chapter, some examples of the earliest industries were 
shown, and the railroads will be presented in the following chapter. This 
chapter will highlight the major heavy industrial development on the East 
Side during the 1900s. The aerial photograph below gives an outstanding 
view of the importance of heavy industry in the history of East Toledo. 



Front Street, Birmingham Area, 1940s. This aerial photo shows 
from lower left to upper right the National Milling Company 
(Nabisco), American Shipyards, and Interlake Iron Corporatioa 
Across Front Street to the right is the Birmingham neighborhood. At 
the extreme lower right can be seen the May Coal Company. 


* * * 
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Front Street Industries, Looking Northeast toward Maumee Bay, 
1950s. This amazing aerial photograph shows the American Shipbuilding 
Company at the bottom, detail of Interlake Iron Corporation in the middle, 
and then the Gulf Oil Corporation and tank farm, the Sinclair tank farm, and 
the Presque Isle and lakefront docks and rail yards in the distance 
surrounding the Ironville community. In the far distance can be seen the 
Duck Creek swale, the Standard Oil refinery, and the Edison Bayshore 
power plant on Maumee Bay in Oregon. 
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Interlake Iron and Front Street Industries, Late 1940s. Similar to the 
previous view, this aerial photograph also shows the large tank of the Ohio 
Fuel Gas Company on Wheeling Street in the right center. York Street can 
be seen at the upper right. Pure Oil and Standard Oil are in the far distance. 



Front Street, Looking North, about 1950. Smoke billows from the 
Interlake Iron Corporation in this mid-century aerial view of the heyday of 
the East Side’s heavy industry. The Nickel-Plate Railroad bridge and the 
distant Toledo Terminal Railroad bridge can both be seen in this photo. 
Also, at the upper right, is the peninsula of the old Presque Isle amusement 
park of the 1890s, now long obliterated by the huge port authority docks. 
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Nabisco Mills, Front Street, late 1940s. A view of the huge Nabisco 
complex that has been on Front Street under various names for over one 
hundred years. Part of the American Shipyards is at the far right. At the 
lower right can be seen the old Engine House #13 and a comer of the 
Birmingham community. 



National Milling Company (Later Nabisco) Delivery Trucks, 1920. 

These trucks were leaving National Milling, 2221 Front Street, to deliver 
flour products to various retail outlets around the area. 
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Kasco Mills Fire, 1352 East Broadway, late 1930s. Kasco Mills was 
built about 1925 on East Broadway at the NYC tracks. The facility was 
rebuilt after the fire. By the late 1950s, it had become Worthmore Feed, 
another animal feed operation, and it closed for good in the mid-1960s. 



Mid-States Elevators, Miami Street near Fassett, 1962. Mid-States would 
build more elevators at the foot of Fassett Street in 1979. This excellent 
aerial view also shows the new Andersons’ elevator across the river. 
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Gilmore & Sons Shipyard and Dry Dock, Ironville, about 1900. A lake 
freighter is being launched out of a dry dock at the old Gilmore & Sons 
Shipyard, which stood off Front Street at the end of Granada (later 
McKinney Street) in Ironville. 



Toledo Shipbuilding Company Office, 2245 Front Street, about 1915. 

Owners and employees pose for this photo just a few years afro- Craig 
Shipbuilding became Toledo Shipbuilding Company, a name that lasted for 
three decades before it became the American Shipbuilding Company. 
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Craig Shipbuilding Company, Front Street, about 1900. This rare early 
view of Craig Shipbuilding taken from the river shows its rather humble 
beginnings before the company became Toledo and then American 
Shipbuilding. A part of the National Milling Company (later Nabisco) can 
be seen at the far right. These shipbuilding and milling operations, both 
located on Front Street across from the Birmingham community for well 
over a hundred years, are two of East Toledo’s oldest companies. 



Craig Oil Refinery, Front Street in IronvUle, 1915. There was also a Craig 
Oil Company in East Toledo, and it built this refinery on Front Street as early 
as the 1880s. In the background is the Toledo Terminal Railroad Bridge. 
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Craig Oil Refinery Employees, Ironville, 1902. Employees are shown 
amid oil barrels and a horse-drawn delivery wagon at Craig Oil in this early 
photo. George Oergel, Sr., is 4 th from the left. The refinery stood at Gleason 
and Weaver Streets in Ironville and was in business for over forty years. The 
site today is a tank farm and a loading facility for Arco Pipeline. 



Paragon Delivery Truck, 1918. Paragon Oil Corporation, on Front Street, 
in Ironville, at the time owned a fleet of delivery trucks along with many 
filling stations in the area. 


40 


EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Paragon Oil Refinery, 2935 Front Street, 1911. The refinery was built 
in 1892, and partially rebuilt after a disastrous fire in 1925. 



Fire at Paragon Oil, January 28, 1925. After this massive fire almost 
destroyed the Paragon refinery, the plant was largely rebuilt and then sold 
to Gulf Oil less than a decade later. 
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Gulf Oil Corporation Refinery, 2935 Front Street, 1950. This aerial 
view from over the river shows the Gulf Oil refinery at mid-century with 
its tank farms spreading out into Oregon Township. In the upper right of 
the photo is the Nickel-Plate Railroad shops and yards. 



Gulf Oil Tanks and Truck Loading Facility, 2274 Front Street, early 
1950s. This photo was probably taken from the top of a unit of the refinery. 
The building in the middle right of the photo was used for years by the 
Barrett Roofing Company. Gulf Oil remained in production until the early 
1980s. The now vacant land was once a source of the East Side’s prosperity. 
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Sun Oil Refinery, Early Years. 
The photo at the left shows a bit 
of the refinery about 1915. The 
company began as Diamond Oil 
in the 1880s and became known 
as Sun Oil in the 1890s. Another 
photo below, probably from the 
early 1900s with some old 
derricks remaining, gives an idea 
of how much the refinery has 
grown. Bottom photo courtesy of 
Don Ritzenthaler. 
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Sun Oil Company, Aerial View, 1950. This photo taken above Navarre 
Park shows the Sunoco refinery at about half the size it is today. The Nickel- 
Plate Railroad runs between the park and the refinery with Hirzel Builders 
Supply at the lower right on Woodville Road. Willow Cemetery is at the 
upper right with the Cresceus Heights neighborhood in the top distance. 


Sun Oil Company, about 1955. This similar view is of Sun Oil in the mid- 
1950s. Navarre Park is lower left, Navarre Avenue upper left, Woodville 
Road lower right, and Willow Cemetery at the upper right. 
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Cities Service Tank Farm, 1788 Front Street, 1965. The tank farm and 
truck loading facility of the old Cities Service Company was located near 
the 1-280 freeway when this photo was taken. 



The Brown Oil Can Company, 1348-56 Dawson Street, about 1910. 

Employees and a horse-drawn delivery wagon pose in front of the Brown 
Oil Can Company on Dawson at the B&O Railroad in the Fassett Street 
neighborhood. The company was in business from about 1908 until the late 
1920s. Oil industry related products also helped the East Side economy. 
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Monarch Manufacturing Company, 2902 Front Street, 1912. A Monarch 
delivery truck is shown in front of the company at Front & Randolph streets in 
Ironville. Also known as Mona Motor Oil and Bamsdall Refining, the company 
made oil and grease products for about 40 years beginning around 1900. 



Fiske Brothers Refinery Fire, Oakdale Avenue, 1943. Fiske Brothers, which 
makes lubricant products, would recover from this fire and it remains in business 
today more than sixty years later. 


46 


EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 




Toledo Furnace Company (Interlake Iron) Excavation, Front Street, 1906. 

Excavation is being done along the riverfront, some of it literally by horse¬ 
power, for the building of the Toledo Furnace Company that would later 
become Interlake Iron. In the background are Craig Shipbuilding and the 
National Milling Company. 


Another View of the Construction of Toledo Furnace Company, 1906. 

This photo, looking southeast, shows excavation for the furnaces that would 
soon be built. In the background, the fence borders Front Street and the 
building behind the boxcar was part of Toledo Furnace. At the right center is 
the old St. Ignatius Church (later Holy Rosary) that burned down in 1938. 
Homes on York Street are at the far right. 
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Toledo Furnace (Interlake Iron), 1906. Construction is progressing by the 
time of this photo. Teams of horses are still doing excavation along the 
shore, and to the right another furnace is ready to be built. The company 
would remain in business for about 75 years. 



Demolition of the Interlake Iron Corporation, about 1980. The East Side 
lost a major employer with the closing of Interlake Iroa The coke ovens 
remained as Toledo Coke for about a dozen years before they also went out of 
business. Photo courtesy of Melvin Smith, Jr. 
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Maumee Malleable Castings Company, 1018 Hazelwood at Woodville 
Road, about 1920s. This early photo of Maumee Malleable Castings was 
taken from Navarre Park. The company was in business for many decades at 
this location. 



The Gartland Toledo Foundry, 1817 Starr Avenue, about 1937. This 
familiar building on Starr Avenue near the Norfolk Southern Railroad and 
Howland Avenue housed the Gartland Foundry from about 1910 to the early 
1930s. It later became Toledo Iron and Steel, Toledo Steel Supply, and 
Parker Steel. 


49 






EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



American Brake Shoe & Foundry Corporation, 750 Wheeling St, 1937. 

This business was located between the Belt Railway and the Toledo 
Terminal Railroad. Ottawa Chemical Company later occupied the site. 



Columbia Concrete Products, 2401 Consaul at Paine Ave., late 1930s. 
For over forty years Columbia Concrete was in business at this location in 
the Birmingham community. 
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Ohio Brick Yard, Consaul Street, late 1930s. Located on the south side 
of Consaul Street at the Toledo Terminal Railroad, Ohio Brick operated this 
yard from 1902 until the late 1940s. The father of this author, Richard 
Michaels, worked there in the late 1930s. Many East Side buildings were 
made with the distinctively stamped “Ohio” bricks. The clay pit was later 
filled in and is now a trailer park at Consaul and Wheeling. 



Toledo Sugar Factory, Miami Street near Selkirk, about 1915. Toledo 
Sugar’s large plant was located for many years on Miami Street near the 
Rossford city limits. It is speculated that LOF later occupied the building. 
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Lake Erie Asphalt Block Company, near Interlake Iron, 1911. Along 
with the Asphalt Block Paving Company in Ironville, these plants were 
responsible for the paving of many East Toledo streets. 



Rare view of the Nitrate Plant, about 1920. This huge facility was on the 
river where the Toledo Overseas Terminal and Presque Isle Coal Docks are 
now located. Built by the U. S. Government as a munitions plant during 
World War I, it was expected to employ 10,000 workers, but was only 
partially completed when the armistice was signed in 1918. It operated as a 
nitrate plant for only a short time, and what remained of the building was 
demolished in the 1920s to make way for the port facilities. 
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Unitcast Corporation, 3102 Front Street at Millard, 1955. Built during the 
1920s as Industrial Castings and enlarged during the 1930s as one of two 
Unitcast locations, the business remained in Ironville until the early 1960s. 
This building has survived as a storage and warehouse facility and is the only 
recognizable structure left from the old neighborhood of Ironville. 



Remains of the Ironville Neighborhood, 1967. This aerial view shows the 
sad destruction of a whole, century-old community for an urban renewal 
project that never happened. Millard Avenue runs through the center of the 
photo. Along the river is the Gulf refinery, the old Unitcast building, and the 
Toledo Terminal Railroad and bridge at the right. 
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Maumee River Industry and Bridges, Looking North, about 1920. This 
photo was taken from the general offices of the National Milling Company in 
the Second National Bank Building (later Toledo Trust), the tallest building 
downtown at the time. The recently completed Cherry Street Bridge is in the 
foreground, followed by the Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge and the Ash- 
Consaul Bridge in the distance. At the top on the East Side can be seen the 
large National Milling Company facility surrounded by National Malleable 
Castings, Interlake Iron, and the Paragon Oil refinery. 


Fassett Street Bridge and Neighborhood, about 1950. Bridges played a 
role in the development of East Side industry, as can be seen by all the 
businesses (now mostly gone) in the old Fassett-Miami Street area. The 
bridge was rammed by a freighter in 1957 and then demolished. At the foot 
of the bridge can be seen Earl Cousino’s first “ Whitehouse” restaurant. 
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ENTER THE 

"NAME THAT CRANE” 

CONTEST 


$100 SAVINGS BOND 
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TOLiOOlUCAS 

COUBTY 

PORT AUTHORITY 

♦ 

241 SUHJBO* STRUT 


Port Authority “Name that Crane” Contest, early 1960s. Students were 
encouraged to name the first large cargo crane at the Toledo Overseas 
Terminal, pictured below in this advertisement. The winning entry chosen was 
“Big Lucas,” in honor of Jerry Lucas, who was the center on Ohio State’s 
national championship basketball team of that era. 
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Toledo Overseas Terminal, Looking South, 1962. This aerial photo above 
the port was taken at a time of dense industrial development all along the east 
side of the river. At the left is the Sinclair tank farm. Between the Toledo 
Terminal and Nickel Plate bridges were the Standard Oil docks and Gulf Oil 
refinery. Interlake Iron can be seen in the far distance. A few trees of the old 
Presque Isle amusement park peninsula still remained just beyond the T. O. T. 



Bird’s Eye View, Port of Toledo, 1970s. This aerial view shows the huge 
port operation, including the Overseas Terminal, the Arco tank farm, and the 
Chessie System “Presque Isle” coal docks (upper right). 
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Chapter Three 

* 

“I’ve Been Working on the Railroad” 

The Railroads of East Toledo 


East Toledo’s many railroads were of a two-fold importance to 
the area They not only helped supply the community’s industries and 
businesses, but they also employed and provided an excellent income for 
many workers and their families since the early days of the East Side. 

In the early 1900s, Toledo was the third-largest railroad center in 
the country, and the East Side has always had a large portion of those 
tracks and rail yards. Those who visit East Toledo often complain about 
frequently being delayed at railroad crossings by passing trains, but East 
Siders know that the railroads have been the backbone of the industrial 
success of the area. This chapter will cover not only the commercial 
railroads, but will also mention the electric railways and trolleys that 
were also part of the East Toledo rail scene. 

A unique railroad that served the East Side and all of Toledo was 
the Toledo Terminal Railroad. The Terminal circled the entire city, and 
also tied into all the other existing railroads. It specialized in local 
switching and deliveries, unlike the other railroads, that for the most part 
were devoted to tong hauls of freight. These railroads brought their 
cargoes to the area, and the Terminal Railroad would then take over by 
sorting the cars and delivering the freight to the customers. 
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Toledo Terminal track system was also rented to other railroads 
to provide them easy access to various destinations. A Toledo Terminal 
1909 railroad map shows the loop of its tracks around the city, along with 
its connections with the other lines, including those in East Toledo. 

THE TOLEDO TERMINAL RAILROAD CO. 

It* Imc extend* entirely around the city, having direct track connection* with all Toledo Railroad*/ 



Color (or all property within city limit. Color tor farm propmvoot»r<!r <>•* limit, HMEHR Color (or all ritntt an t Mrratna. 


Part tea contemplating the establishment ot industries, warrhouae* dock*. elevator*, etc., in the vicinity of 
Toledo are invited to communicate with the General Manager at Toledo, who will promptly furnish them wish full 
information in regard to desirable location*, switching rate, car supply, etc. 

THOMAS B. FOGG, 

General Mana-p-r 


Toledo Terminal Railroad Lines, 1909. 

Many railroads have been part of the East Toledo landscape for 
well over a century, and most of them have gone through a number of 
name changes during that time. The following list of all the railroads that 
have served the East Side is grouped according to the various changes in 
ownership over the years. 

The Railroads of East Toledo 
—1870 to Present— 

1. Toledo, Norwalk & Cleveland 
Cleveland & Toledo 
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Toledo & Ohio Central 
New York Central System 
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Penn-Central 

Conrail 

Norfolk Southern & CSX 

2. Wheeling & Lake Erie 

Toledo Belt Railway (subsidiary of W & LE) 

New York, Chicago & St. Louis (Nickel Plate Road) 
Norfolk-Western 
Norfolk-Southern 
Norfolk-Southern & CSX 

3. Hocking Valley 
Chesapeake & Ohio 
Chessie System 
CSX 

4. Dayton & Michigan 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 
Baltimore & Ohio 

Chessie System 
CSX 

5. Toledo, Tiffin & Eastern 
Northwest Ohio Railway Co. 

Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago 
Toledo & Woodville 

Toledo, Walhonding Valley & Ohio 

Toledo, Columbus & Ohio River 

Pennsylvania & Detroit 

Pennsylvania, Ohio & District 

Pennsylvania 

Penn Central 

Conrail 

CSX 

6. Toledo Terminal Railroad 

7. Bay Terminal (owned by Sun Oil, a plant only RR) 

In addition to the commercial railroads, a number of electric 
interurban trolleys ran lines through East Toledo. The interurban system 
all but disappeared by the 1930s, as did the streetcar network on the East 
Side. The increasing number of automobiles owned by more and more 
families gradually spelled the end of the streetcar era in Toledo, which 
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came with the closing of the Long Belt Line in 1949. The streetcars had 
already been largely replaced by the more mobile diesel-powered buses 
of the Community Traction Company, the forerunner of today’s TARTA. 

Electric Interurban Trolleys of East Toledo: 

Lake Shore Electric 

Cincinnati & Lake Erie 

Toledo & Indiana, Detroit United Railway 

Toledo, Fostoria & Findlay 

Toledo, Maumee Valley Railway & Light 

Toledo, Port Clinton & Lakeside 

N. W. Ohio Railway & Power 

Ohio Public Service 

Toledo & Eastern (Electric Railway freight haulers) 

East Side Street Trolleys operated bv Toledo Railway & Light: 

Starr Avenue line 
East Broadway line 
Oak Street line 
Ironville (Front Street) line 
Woodville Street line 

In 1892, the first electric streetcars appeared in East Toledo, 
replacing the old horse-drawn trolleys. The first line crossed the Cherry 
Street Bridge and ran out Front Street to Millard Avenue in Ironville. At 
first, all the lines were single-track with switches one-quarter or one-half 
miles apart, which often led to long delays on the crowded streets. All 
but the Starr Avenue line were eventually double-tracked. From the 
1890s to 1930 the electric trolley car bam was on Starr Avenue at 
Valleywood where the Sports Center is currently located. 

The Front Street line was the first to close in 1926 when the street 
was repaved. The Oak Street line was abandoned in the mid-1930s with 
East Broadway following a few years later. The Starr Avenue line was 
the last to close in a big civic celebration when many prominent citizens 
rode the last streetcar out of East Toledo on July 7, 1939. 
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Pittsburgh, Ft Wayne & Chicago Roundhouse, Fassett Street, 1887. 

Workers pose along with the old steam locomotives at this early roundhouse 
on Fassett Street. Note the cow-catchers on the locomotives. 



Toledo & Ohio Central Coal Dock Yards, 1890s. This photo, taken from 
Miami Street near where the Anthony Wayne Bridge is now located, shows 
the Toledo & Ohio Central Railroad yards in what is part of International 
Park today. Across the river on the Middle Grounds are the large Wabash 
grain elevators with sailing ships docked in front of them. It appears that a 
side-wheeler ship is docked on the east side of the river. 
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Bird’s-Eye View of the Toledo & Ohio Central Railroad Yards and Coal 
Docks, about 1900. The coal docks appear at the far left, and the passenger 
station and large elevator on Main Street can be seen at the right. The 
docking facilities at the middle-left of this photo are now the boat basin and 
the Docks Restaurants in International Park. 



Close-Up View of the Toledo & Ohio Central Yards from above Photo. 

Several trolleys, along with horses and buggies, can be seen crossing an 
earlier Cherry Street Bridge, with the churches of the north end in the 
background. In the foreground is the T. & O.C. freight yards, along with part 
of the passenger station that was located on Main Street near the foot of the 
bridge. This portion of the yard was part of a large operation on the river, 
which included coal loading facilities. It later became part of the New York 
Central system. A section of the old Cherry Street Bridge was floated down 
the river to become the Ash-Consaul Bridge. 
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Huge Hoist Ore Docks of the Toledo & Ohio Central Yards, Postcard 
View, about 1910. The scenery across the river from downtown Toledo 
was much different 100 years ago. This view of the yards looks from the 
river toward Miami Street, with the elevator on Main Street at the far left. 



Freighter Docked at the Norris/ Baltimore & Ohio Grain Elevator, in 
1932, with another Freighter at the Baltimore & Ohio Coal Docks in 
the Background. The Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad rebuilt the 
grain elevator at 1236 Miami Street (at Hathaway) that burned in 1898 (see 
photo in chapter one). By the 1920s, it had become the Norris Elevator. 
Then, in the 1950s, it became the Mid-States Elevator, the name it is known 
by at this time. The B & O Coal Docks were put into operation about 1900, 
and were abandoned in the early 1940s when the Lakefront docks were 
built. This view probably was taken from the Fassett Street Bridge. 
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Baltimore & Ohio Coal Docks, Looking North, 1920s. These large docks were 
located on the Maumee River at Miami Street near Oakdale Avenue from about 
1900 to the early 1940s. The Fassett Street Bridge can be seen in the background. 



The Baltimore & Ohio Yards, Miami Street near Oakdale Avenue, 1948. 

The coal loader for the steam engines can be seen at the left. The yards, now 
operated by CSX, appear much the same today. Photo courtesy of Bob Lorenz. 
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Demise of the Fassett Street Bridge, 1957. In an April storm, the 
freighter Champlain broke free from its moorings at the old B & O Docks, 
drifted sideways down river, and slammed broadside into the bridge. It was 
never rebuilt. This interesting aerial photo also shows a large portion of the 
railroad and shipping industry on the East Side riverfront. The B & O 
Roundhouse at Miami and Oakdale can be seen in the lower right 
foreground. Above that, to the right of the freighter, is the old Mid-States 
Elevator (formerly Norris Elevator) on Miami Street just south of Fassett. 
Then, above Mid-States, just beyond the NYC Bridge, are the large Cargill 
Elevators, where the old Union Elevators once stood, now the site where 
the Starboard Side Condominiums have been built along the river. 
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Rare Photo of the Hocking Valley Yards, 1928. This view from the Wheeling 
& Lake Erie Belt Line overpass looks northwest toward the river and shows the 
Front Street overpass in the background. Most of the site is now occupied by I- 
280 and the construction of the new Veterans Glass City Skyway Bridge. 



Activity at the Hocking Valley Coal Docks on Front Street, about 1920. 
This early coal dock was located just to the north of where the Craig Bridge 
would be built in 1957, and the new river crossing is now being constructed. 
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Presque Isle Coal Docks, about 1960. This aerial photo of the mouth of the 
river shows the Chesapeake & Ohio Docks, center, and the Lakefront Docks 
and rail yard, at left. At the upper left can be seen the Standard Oil (now 
British Petroleum) refinery, and at the upper right is the Gulf Oil tank farm and 
the old Ironville neighborhood just above the Sinclair tank farm. The Navarre 
brothers originally settled this area along the Bay Shore in 1807, and were 
given the land along OttCT Creek as the Navarre Tract. The Presque Isle 
amusement park was located here in the 1890s. 
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Longshoremen at Chesapeake & Ohio Presque Isle Docks, 1959. 

Top: Kenneth Robinson, Keith Hoiles, Jack Denman, Joe Zsignai, Stanley 
Huff. Center: Chris Morrison, Charles Mays, Wally Kitchen, Dave 
McKinney, Bill Fultz, Herb Hulls. Bottom: Howard Hulls, Warren 
Smith, Paul Gorham. 



Reconstruction of the Toledo Terminal Railroad Bridge Near Ironville, 
about 1915. The bridge was expanded from a single to a double track. 
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Wheeling & Lake Erie Car Shop, about 1900. Photo shows coach 
workers and repairmen posed at the car shop near at Ironville. 



Wheeling & Lake Erie Shop Band at the Ironville Yard on Front 
Street These thirty music-loving employees of the car shops had a 
professional look about them dressed in their band uniforms in 1929. 
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Locomotive in the Ironville Yard of the Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Railroad, about 1920. Workers pose with this classic steam locomotive of 
the 1920s. 



A Bay Terminal Railroad Steam Locomotive, Woodville Road, 1944. 
The Bay Terminal Railroad was owned by the Sun Oil Company, and in 
this photo a steam engine is pulling out onto Woodville Road to switch a 
tank car at the refinery. 
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Steam Locomotive on the New York Central Mainline, East Toledo, 
1948. The train is traveling west past the Weiler Homes, seen at the top of 
the photo. The Fassett Street trestle bridge is at the far right. Photo courtesy 
of Bob Lorenz. 



The Famous “Coronation Scott” Passing the Fassett Street Switching 
Station, 1939. This passenger train is traveling southeast under the Fassett 
Street trestle along the New York Central mainline. Note the stopped cars 
and observers on the east end of the bridge. Photo courtesy of Bob Lorenz. 
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Duck Creek Trestle of the Toledo Terminal Railroad, 1903. This view 
from near Seaman and Dearborn shows the extent of the trestle that crossed 
the old Duck Creek swale, which ran from near Second and Main through 
Ravine Park and Hecky’s Pond all the way out to Maumee Bay. The 
railroad still follows the same route, but the swale has been filled in and is 
now the site of East Toledo Junior High. 



The Navarre Avenue Trestle of the Toledo Terminal Railroad, 1903. 

This familiar trestle, viewed looking east from beside Sun Oil toward 
Wheeling Street, has not changed much in 100 years. The landscape has 
changed, however. Now St. Charles Mercy Hospital would be seen in the 
distance on the comer of Wheeling instead of the cupola of the old Metzger’s 
Comers store. 
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Toledo Overseas Terminal, Chesapeake & Ohio Locomotive, 1964. The 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad serviced the terminal. The small yard diesel 
was owned by Toledo Overseas Terminal. 



Electric Locomotive at the Toledo Edison Acme Plant, 1969. Owned by 
Toledo Edison, this electric locomotive, appropriately, serviced the plant on 
Front Street. 
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Switching Diesel, Nabisco, 1960s. A yard diesel engine owned by Nabisco at 
their Front Street mill. Engines like this are still in service at Nabisco. 



Nickel Plate Steam Engines, Interlake Iron, 1950. Workers are attending 
to these fine Nickel Plate Railroad steam locomotives at the Interlake Iron 
facility on Front Street. 
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Interurban Car at Ryan Station, Starr Avenue at Eariwood, 1938. Starr 
Avenue, looking west, appeared much different before 1-280 went through 
here at Eariwood. The Toledo Terminal Railroad line can be seen at the far 
left. The houses in the background are on Heffner Street. 



Lake Shore Electric Interurban Trolley, Woodville Road, 1938. The 
trolley is traveling west past Navarre Park. The Belt Railroad crossing is just 
behind the trolley car. Hirzel Builder’s Supply and the Sun Oil Company are 
in the background. 
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Woodville Line Streetcar, about 1900. A motorman and conductor pose 
beside their Woodville Street [sic] and City Line streetcar in this early 
photo. Note the horse at the far right. An East Broadway sign is also on 
the car. The Woodville line was one of five streetcar lines in East Toledo. 



Ironville Streetcar, about 1900. These two Toledo Railway & Light 
employees were on a layover at the end of the Ironville line at Iron Street 
(Front Street) and Millard Avenue. Note the spotless uniforms and bow-tie. 
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Oak Street & Western Avenue Streetcar, 1890s. This early electric 
streetcar featured an open air design, probably best suited for the warmer 
months of the year. Note how casually the employees are posed in this 
unusual photograph. 



Oak Street Line Car #404, Cherry Street Bridge, 1913. This Toledo 
Railway & Light streetcar of the Oak Street line is caught in a traffic jam 
while the lift-span is raised on the new Cherry Street Bridge, which is still 
under construction. It is as good a time as any to pose for a photo. Note the 
advertisement for a fireworks display at Toledo Beach. 
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Toledo Railway & Light Car Barns, Starr Avenue, 1915. Employees 
pose by a departing Ironville electric streetcar. The car bams were located 
in the 1500 block of Starr Avenue near Valley wood where the Sports Center 
bowling alley now stands. 



Another View of the Streetcar Barns on Starr Avenue, about 1920. An 

East Broadway car is shown in this photo heading west onto a brick-paved 
Starr Avenue toward Raymer Boulevard. 
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The Toledo Railway & Light Streetcar Barns Seen from Starr 
Avenue, about 1915. This wider view, looking southeast, shows the top 
of the Little Sisters of the Poor Home, which stood at Starr and Spring 
Grove, now the site of Joseph Burnett Park. 



A Reminder of the Streetcar Era, Starr Avenue Looking East from 
Parker Street, 1923. This photo shows the tracks of the Toledo Railway 
& Light’s Starr Avenue Line. Note the few cars parked along the street. 
The properties at the right between the telephone poles belonged to East 
Side grocer E. J. Smith. 
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The Last Streetcar in East Toledo, July 8, 1939. The car waits on 
Starr Avenue ready to make its final run downtown. 



East Toledo Club Members Wait to Make Last Streetcar Run, 1939. 

The final streetcar in East Toledo, with much gaiety and singing by East 
Toledo Club members aboard, ran down Starr Avenue to Main Street and 
across the Cherry Street Bridge, marking the end of the streetcar era on the 
East Side. As luck would have it, the bridge was up and they had to wait for 
a boat to pass one final time. A downtown streetcar line remained until 1949. 
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Chapter Four 

* 


“From Blacksmiths to E. J. Smith’s” 

* _ * 


Light Industry and Support Businesses 


Over the years. East Toledo has been the home of hundreds and 
hundreds of smaller commercial businesses, ranging from automobile 
related businesses to breweries and funeral homes. Although it is 
impossible to give a comprehensive listing of these enterprises, many of 
which lasted only a few years, this chapter will highlight some of those 
businesses, both well-known and forgotten, that graced the East Side 
during the past century. 

At a time when East Side neighborhoods were more self- 
contained, many of these businesses supported the needs of a particular 
part of the community, often made up of a similar ethnic background. In 
the early years at his grocery store, E. J. Smith tried to hire clerks that 
could speak both German and French, because many of his customers 
could not speak English. 

These neighborhoods grew up around ethnic-based churches, 
such as St. Stephen’s (Hungarian), St. Louis (French), Sacred Heart and 
St. Mark (German), among many others. Funeral homes tended to do 
business with the dominant ethnic group in their area. Business owners 
often knew their customers well, and catered to the needs of their 
individual neighborhoods. As the East Side continued to grow during the 
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early 20 th century and ethnic lines became increasingly blurred as more 
and more immigrants arrived, businesses expanded their area of service 
and catered to a wider population. Building supply companies, coal 
dealers, and other small businesses either grew or disappeared. But 
filling stations and comer stores still met the needs of individual 
neighborhoods until only recently when most commercial activity 
became concentrated along the main thoroughfares. 

Hopefully the businesses mentioned in this chapter will provide a 
glimpse of the wide variety of commercial enterprises that flourished in 
East Toledo over the years. The businesses on Main Street were so 
numerous that they require a separate chapter of their own. Also, the 
many small stores and family businesses are grouped in another chapter. 
See chapter five for a tour of Main Street stores, and chapter six for a 
survey of the Ma & Pa businesses of the East Side. 


* * * 



J. B. Allen’s Blacksmith Shop, 196 Euclid Ave., built 1896. The old 
building still stands in disrepair on the north side of Euclid between First and 
Second Streets. J. B. Allen’s name can be seen at the top of the building. 
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Ernest Facey Blacksmith Shop, 1619 Starr Avenue, about 1905-1910. 

The business began about 1900 and lasted into the 1920s. Pictured from left 
to right are Claude Gettings, Fred Yost, Mr. Facey (holding the horseshoe), 
Carl Etl, and two unidentified figures. Fred Yost had the barbershop next 
door at the right. Claude Gettings, who later had his own shop, was the 
father of Cal Gettings, long-time East Side Sunoco dealer and historian. 



Sid Facey Blacksmith Shop, 2059 Starr Avenue, 1937. This shop was the 
last blacksmith in East Toledo, servicing farmers and others until 1962 when 
Sid, a brother of Ernest Facey, passed away. Note the horseshoe sign. 
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Gettings’ Triangle Sunoco Station, Starr & Dearborn, 1930s. Early photo of 
Cal Gettings filling a radiator. By the late 1980s, this station was the oldest 
continually operated Sunoco station in the country. Courtesy of Gettings family. 



Cal Gettings, East Side Historian, 1990. This photo of Mr. Gettings was 
taken with Dee Kertesz in his clock shop at the old Sunoco station shortly 
before his death in October 1990. 
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Bower Brothers Sunoco Station, 905 Woodville Road, 1930s. The station 
with the family residence next door was on the north side of Woodville 
between Forsythe and East Broadway. A tragic robbery and murder took 
place at this station years later. A Walgreen Drug Store now occupies the site. 



Belegrin Hi-Speed Station, Front & Consaul, about 1937. This classic 
station was located on the southeast comer of Front and Consaul, and later 
became Pasztor’s Pure Oil in the 1950s and 1960s. 
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Dusza’s Standard Oil Station, Front & Consaul, 1940s. This station was on 
the southwest comer of Front and Consaul, the current site of #13 Fire Station. 
The billboards on the right mark the approach to the Ash-Consaul Bridge. 



Dawn Sinclair Filling Station, Front & Consaul, 1957. This former 
Paragon station was on the northwest comer of Front and Consaul. The 
original structure remains today as part of a storage area. For years, three 
stations competed for business on this comer. The fourth comer has been 
occupied by Tony Packo’s since 1934. 
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Stebbins’ Hi-Speed Station, Front & Morrison, about 1940. From this 
view of the southeast comer of Front and Morrison Drive, the top of Waite 
High School can be seen in the background. Many of the old Hi-Speed 
stations became Pure Oil franchises in the 1950s. 


I 




Bob & Joe’s Hi-Speed Station, Starr & Dearborn, about 1950. This 
view of the familiar business was taken from Heffner Street. Later it 
became a Pure Oil station and then finally a Union 76, all operated by Joe 
Sefarian and Bob Miller up until the 1980s when Joe’s son Mike Seferian 
took over. Cars are still being repaired at this station today. 
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Green’s Sohio Station, 1326 Navarre Ave. at White St, mid 1960s. 

Many intersections of East Toledo, such as this one, had more than one 
filling station competing for business. This building, on the southwest 
comer, is now Deb’s Soft Ice Cream. 



Bill’s Navarre Park Marathon, 1323 Navarre Ave. at White, 1965. 
Marathon stations always had a streamlined, modem look, and this one 
was no exception. The site is now a Seven-Eleven convenience store. 
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Tiedjen’s Sohio Station, 3006 Front St at Clarence Ave., late 1930s. Two 
neighborhood girls pose with their bicycle at this Ironville station. Built about 
1927 and operated by L. N. Jones until taken over by Henry Tiedjen in the 
1930s. It lasted until 1964 when Urban Renewal removed the whole Ironville 
neighborhood. The Unitcast building at Front & Millard can be seen at the right. 



Bahnsen & Sons Service Station, 714 Dearborn, 1940s. This little 
station was on Dearborn around the comer from Starr Avenue. Built in 
the 1920s, and listed under the name of Tony Geyer, the station was 
owned by the Bahnsen family from the late 1930s until the 1980s. The 
building was recently owned by a housing rehab company. 
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Merle’s Cities Service Station, 1002 Starr Ave. at East Broadway, 1965. 

Several buildings, including Tschirret’s Cafe, were demolished to make way 
for this modem service station in 1963. Merle’s became a Sohio station 
during the 1970s, and lasted until the mid-1980s. Currently the site is 
occupied by a dollar store. 





Goodyear Tire and Gas Station, Starr & Main, about 1937. Built in the 
1930s on the southwest comer of Starr and Main in the style of the Hi- 
Speed stations of the time with a distinctive tower, this Goodyear Tire & 
Gas Station became Mason Tire in the 1940s. An expansion in the late 
1980s took out the Beckwith doctor’s office seen at the far right. The 
Beckwith home at the left, dating from the 1890s, still stands. Moon & 
Sons’ Tire and Auto Repair now does business in the old Goodyear station. 
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Gross Automotive, Original Building 211 Platt Street, about 1935. 

This long-time East Toledo specialty auto business started in this building 
next to Hoeflinger Funeral Home in 1922 where it continued to serve East 
Siders for nearly 80 years. This photo shows Platt Street before it was 
diverted by the construction of the Foodtown Plaza in the mid-1970s. 



Gross Automotive, Platt Street, 1980s. This photo shows the expansion 
of the business into the building to the right. An owner of the business for 
many years, Don Gross was always interested in East Toledo history. 
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Giese Brothers Coal and Coke Company, 1724 Starr Ave., about 1915. 

One of many coal companies located on the East Side, Giese Brothers was 
on Starr Avenue next to the Wheeling Railroad. By the early 1930s the 
coal yard was taken over by Urban Gradel. 



May Coal Company, 2243 Bakewell, 1930s. The May Coal Company was 
founded by the Joseph Trudeau family about 1915 at the original location at 
Front and Craig across from the shipyards. By 1920 the yard moved two 
blocks south to Bakewell at the Wheeling & Lake Erie railroad spur. May 
Coal finally closed their doors at the end of the coal heating era in the 1950s. 
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Acme Coal and Builders Supply Company Truck, about 1915. From 
the 1890s to about 1912, Acme was located on Front Street at Droege 
(Elgin) before moving to 59 Main Street near the approach to the Cherry 
Street Bridge. It remained in business there into the early 1930s. Pictured 
proudly here is an early motorized delivery truck. 



E. R Hirzel Coal & Builders Supply, 1441 Woodville Rd., about 1937. 

What is now property of Sun Oil was for over four decades home to this 
popular coal and builders supply company. Located next to Navarre Park 
and the Wheeling & Lake Erie “Belt” Railroad, Hirzel entered into business 
around 1913 and remained into the later 1940s. Its large sign atop the 
tubular towers was a familiar landmark along Woodville Road. 
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Ohio Brick Company, Consaul Street, about 1940. Begun in 1902, Ohio 
Brick had its yard on Consaul Street between the Toledo Terminal Railroad and 
Wheeling Street until the late 1940s. A trailer park sits on the landfill of the pit 
where clay was dug for the company’s bricks. (See also page 51.) 



Trotter Lumber Company 2216 Consaul St, late 1930s. This early lumber 
yard opened about 1900 as Buckeye Lumber & Mfg. Co. By 1908 it had 
become Trotter Lumber. This view looks west toward the bend in Consaul 
Street from near the Wheeling & Lake Erie Belt Railroad tracks. The yard 
changed hands during the 1940s and became known as Lucas County Lumber 
Company. Unfortunately, in 1976, a spectacular fire was the final chapter in 
this long-time East Toledo landmark’s story. 
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Starr Lumber Company, 1701-1713 Starr Avenue, about 1960. Founded 
in 1894 as the East Side Lumber Company, its name was changed to Starr 
Lumber & Coal Company in 1908. It is one of the oldest surviving East 
Toledo businesses, currently over 110 years, at its original location. 



Starr Lumber Company Office, 1701 Starr Ave. at Spring Grove, 1938. 
The offices of Starr Lumber Company, originally a house, look much the 
same as they did in the late 1930s. 
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Koerber’s Brewery, Delivery Team, Front & Oak Streets, 1930s. Six 
fine horses pull this delivery wagon out of the gates of Koerber’s Brewery. 
The large billboard stood right at the bend where Front becomes Oak Street. 
Pennsylvania Railroad tracks run along the mound in the background before 
crossing the viaduct over Main Street. At the far left can be seen the top of a 
coal loader at the NYC docks on the Maumee River. Photo courtesy of Mrs. 
Maier, whose husband worked for Koerber ’s. 



End of the Maumee Chemical Co., the Old Koerber’s Brewery, 1962. A 
tragic explosion and fire destroyed the Maumee Chemical Company, which 
had occupied the old Koerber’s Brewery after it closed in 1950. It was 
originally the Home Bottling Company in the early 1900s. That business 
closed in 1918 with the enactment of Prohibition, and the old brewery sat idle 
until it became Koerber’s in 1932 as Prohibition was ending. 
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Right: Peerless Laundry, 
402 Front St, about 1900. 

Peerless Laundry was 
started by George Ryan 
(inset photo) in 1889, and it 
moved into this building at 
Front and Oak in 1892, and 
closed in 1909. It later 
housed grocery stores, a 
shoe repair, a Bulgarian 
restaurant and several 
other businesses until 1981. 


Below: The End of the 
Peerless Laundry, 1990. 

Vacant for several years, 
the fa£ade of the old 
Peerless building fell into 
the street in May 1990 and 
the building was tom down 
soon after. Note the 
Peerless Laundry sign still 
at the top of the building 80 
years after it went out of 
business. 
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John W. Recht Lawn Supply, 235 First Street, 1960s. The Recht name 
was a long-time fixture at this location, beginning about 1907 as a blacksmith 
shop which continued into the late 1930s. It became a lawn supply business 
from the 1940s until it closed about 1970. 



Albert J. Seifert Cigar Factory, 428 Front Street, about 1906. 

Employees in their dress shirts, ties, and vests are processing cigars in this 
old building between Oak and Euclid. Note the hanging light bulbs. A 
few years later, the building had become a Bulgarian restaurant and Seifert 
had moved to 509 First Street. Jacob Lustig later took over the business. 
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Citizen’s Ice Company, 1023 Nevada Street, 1965. This photo was taken 
long after the mammoth ice house on Nevada Street just east of East 
Broadway had closed its doors. Citizen’s Fuel & Ice was established in the 
early 1900s with offices downtown on Erie Street. Horse stables were 
located on Nevada Street by 1918 and the ice house (No. 8) with walls many 
feet thick was constructed about 1920. The building, still standing, was 
vacated by 1943, about the time refrigerators became a household item. 



Citizen’s Ice Company Delivery Wagon, about 1920. This delivery 
wagon, featuring “Distilled Water Ice” stands in front of a downtown or 
perhaps old west end mansion. 
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Village Farm Dairy, 301-303 Platt Street, 1948. An East Toledo business 
for four and a half decades. Village Farm Dairy is shown here in the 1940s 
in their original building. Built where the old Duck Creek swale had been 
filled in on Platt Street, settling caused damage to the building and a new 
structure was erected in the early 1960s. It closed in the mid-1970s when 
the Foodtown Plaza took over the site. 



Corns Insurance Agency, Northeast Corner of Starr and Platt, 1950s. 

Earlier the site of Johnson’s filling station and then the Evergreen Garden 
Restaurant, Frank Corns moved his insurance agency, which had been at 819 
Starr Avenue for many years, into this building about 1950. By 1964 it 
housed Victor Paint Company, and by the late 1970s the Arlington 
Restaurant. The building has been vacant since the late 1990s. 
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Hostess Bakery, 1425 Starr Avenue, about 1937. Built in the early 
1930s, the large Hostess Bakery building remained in business along with 
a thrift store for over 40 years. In the late 1970s it became a mental health 
center, which still currently occupies the building today. 



U. S. Post Office Station A Employees, December 11,1936. Station A was 
the first branch post office in Toledo, opening in 1895 on Main Street. It 
moved to 617 Second Street (now the VFW Hall) in 1925 where this photo 
was taken. In the mid-1950s it moved across the street to its current location. 
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Ondrus Hardware, 515 Oak Street, 1992. This family hardware store 
has been in business on Oak Street since the early 1950s, continually 
enlarging it operation. The Ondrus family also owned a hardware at 2208 
Consaul Street (see p. 194). The northern half of the store was once 
occupied by the Oak Theater about 1915. At the left of this photo can still 
be seen the fa?ade, since modernized, of the old theater. 


Roby’s Nite Club, 601 East Broadway at Nevada, 19%. Charles Roby had a 
confectionary business in this building as early as 1933. Later the family had a 
restaurant there, and it has now been known as Roby’s Nite Club for the last 50 
years. St. Thomas Aquinas Church was organized in the upstairs meeting 
rooms in 1915 when Daisy Ricapito had a grocery store in the building. 
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Isenberg Hotel, Later the Railroad YMCA, Northeast Corner of Oak and 
Fassett, about 1910. Built about 1906, the hotel originally catered to railroad 
workers, and by the early 1920s, it had become the railroad YMCA. It 
remained a Y until the mid-1960s, then becoming a Salvation Army outlet for a 
few years before it was razed. 



East Side Hospital, 1153 Oak Street, about 1915. The only hospital in 
East Toledo until St. Charles opened in 1954, the East Side Hospital was 
begun in a house on Oak Street by Dr. Clarence Ordway in 1908. More beds 
were soon added, and it continued to expand until becoming a 60-patient 
facility by the 1940s. 
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Hoeflinger’s Funeral Home, Second & Platt, early 1900s. For those not 
cured in the old East Side Hospital, East Toledo had many funeral homes to 
choose from, the earliest being founded in 1877 by Michael Hoeflinger (at 
left in photo). Built in 1900, this familiar building housed the business for 
nearly 90 years until a new funeral home was opened at 3500 Navarre 
Avenue. Neighborhood Housing Services is now in the old building. 



Theodore Hoeflinger, Riding Funeral Hearse, early 1900s, After 
Michael Hoeflinger’s death in 1922, Ted managed the business until his 
death at the age of 94 when it passed to Michael A. Hoeflinger. In this 
photo, the young Ted still had time for a snack. 
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Clegg Funeral Home and Ambulance/Hearse, 910 Starr Avenue, 1920s. 

Richard S. Clegg moved his undertaking business from Perrysburg to this East 
Toledo location in the 1890s. Two sons, James and Worth W. Clegg, followed 
him in the business, and a daughter Anna married Howard Eggleston who was 
also a mortician. 



Clegg Ambulance/Hearse, 910 Starr Avenue, 1920s. James Clegg is seated 
on the running board reaching toward a dog, and Richard Clegg is standing 
second from the right in this interesting photo. Richard Clegg died in 1930. 
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Left: Clegg Funeral Home, 
631 Euclid Avenue, 1930s. 

In the early 1930s, James 
Clegg moved the funeral 
home from Starr Avenue to 
the old Thaddeus Taylor 
house on the NE comer of 
Euclid and Starr Avenue. 
The business moved to the 
new location at 522 East 
Broadway about 1940. This 
house then became the East 
Side YMCA until the 1970s, 
and is presently a nursery 
school. 


Below: An Advertisement 
for C legg & Eggleston, 
about 1920. They were 
partners for a while on Starr 
Avenue before Howard 
Eggleston opened his own 
funeral home on Main Street 
in 1922. 


JAMES R. CLEGG 


HOWARD A. EGGLESTON 


CLEGG & EGGLESTON 

Undertakers and Funeral Directors 


FINE FUNERAL FURNISHINCS 


Ambvilance Service. 
Home Phone, East 290 


rtacks For Funerals and Parties 
9 I 0 STARR AVE. Bell Phone, East 290 
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Blanchard Funeral Home, 431 East Broadway, about 1937. Blanchard was in 
business for nearly 50 years at this East Side location. Begun by Ludger Blanchard 
about 1900, the business opened a second home at 1163 Sylvania Avenue about 
1950, and the East Broadway home was sold a few years later. 



Kinsey Funeral Home, 2001 Consaul Street, about 1965. This long-time East 
Toledo business, started by Stephen Kinsey in 1919, has served the Birmingham 
community well for over 80 years. It is currently part of the Eggleston Group. 
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Eggleston-Meinert Funeral Home, 730-732 S. Main Street, about 1940. 

Built in 1922, this beautiful brick Neo-Classical building was the Eggleston- 
Meinert Funeral Home for over six decades. A second funeral home was built 
at Coy and Starr Avenue in Oregon in 1972, and the Main St. building was 
closed and sold to St. Charles Mercy Hospital in the mid-1980s. 



Parks Funeral Home, 448 East Broadway, about 1938. The business was 
started by George Parks, who had become a mortician in 1888. He also 
started the first horse-drawn ambulance service in Toledo. His first funeral 
home was at 217 Bridge (Main) Street from about 1890 to 1916, until he 
moved to 213 Main Street By 1924 he was at this East Broadway location, 
where he remained until his death in 1955 at the age of 91. The Jenne Wren 
Beauty Shop and a muffler business later occupied the site. The Parks 
Funeral Home continues as part of the Emmert, Bennett, Birkencamp Group. 
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The New Save Electric Corporation (Artist’s Rendering), 615 Front St, 
about 1925. The company went by a number of names, most popularly 
known as Verd-A-Ray by the 1960s. Often the building was just called the 
“light bulb factory.” Currently it is the Lewis Andrews building, home of the 
River East Economic Revitalization Corporation. 



Peerless Bedding Company, Front Street, 1914. The old “Mattress Factory” 
building on Front Street near the end of East Broadway was originally the 
Peerless Bedding Company. Over the years it was occupied by several 
business tenants, and recently was demolished to make way for the Marina 
District development project. 
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Jobst Headquarters, 653 Miami Street, about 1965. This early photo was 
taken shortly after Conrad Jobst moved his medical supply business to 
Miami Street. The twin Brown Mansions had previously occupied this river 
site since 1870. Jobst was bought out and moved its headquarters to North 
Carolina in 2003. River East currently owns and is redeveloping this 
beautiful, Colonial-style building. 



Prestole Corporation, 1345 Miami Street, about 1960. This East Side 
company produced industrial fasteners from its attractive building on Miami 
Street from about 1950 to 1970. 
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East Side Sun Staff in Front of New Building, 512 Fourth Street, late 
1920s. The weekly East Toledo newspaper was started in 1920 by Janies and 
Isabelle Toppin (center), and continued to publish East Side news, later under 
Paul and Doris Toppin, from its Fourth Street building until finally closing in 
1984. Long-time employee Clarence Loeb is standing second from the left. 
The East Toledo Family Center has recently started publishing a new 
quarterly version of The Sun. 



East Side Sun Delivery Truck, Main Street, about 1921. The paper began 
November 5,1920, from a rented office at 504 Main Street. It soon moved to 230 
Main Street (probably pictured here) before opening its own building in 1926. 
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E. J. Smith’s Food Fair, 918-920 Starr Avenue, 1970s. With borrowed 
money, Mr. Smith opened a store at 1004 Starr Avenue in 1889. As he 
prospered, he moved to a frame building at 918 Starr in 1892, and then built 
the large brick building at the same site in 1925. After over 90 years in 
business, his grandson Richard closed the store about 1980, and the building 
was tom down soon afterward for a parking lot. 



E. J. Smith inside his Grocery Store, 918 Starr Avenue. Many long¬ 
time East Side residents remember being waited on by Mr. Smith at his 
grocery store. When influenza kept him from the store for ten days in 
1957, it was the first time illness caused him to be away from his business 
in 68 years! He died in 1959 at the age of 92. (See Chapter 6 for more 
stores and small family businesses.) 
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Chapter Five 

* 


“The Only Main Street in Toledo” 

* _ * 

East Toledo’s Main Street 


The East Side has Toledo’s only Main Street. It has been the 
center of East Toledo’s commercial and business district for over one 
hundred years. But originally, commercial development on the East Side 
grew up along the riverfront, and what is now Main Street was virgin 
timber or open fields with a swale or deep ravine running between what 
later became Second and Fourth Streets. 

When the first Cherry Street Bridge was built in 1865 at the end 
of the Civil War, a high hump-backed hill with scrubby trees stood at 
what is now the comer of Front and Main. This irregular ground was 
leveled and graded by East Side contractor Louis Montville in the early 
1870s, and the new street was ready to be developed. Prior to 1875, the 
city purchased a 50-foot wide strip of land from the Toledo Bridge 
Company from Front Street to the first pier of the bridge and called it 
Bridge Street. 

Meanwhile, by 1873, the newly graded strip of land from Front to 
Starr Avenue, also called Bridge Street, was opened to a width of 60 feet 
and macadamized in 1879. The name “Main Street” finally appeared in 
1894. By then the street had become the East Side’s main business 
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section, and merchants wanted the name of the street to reflect its 
importance. 

A continuation of the street across Starr Avenue to Greenwood 
was laid out in 1895, and then the section from Greenwood to Nevada 
Street opened as late as 1909. Another extension between Nevada and 
Navarre Avenue existed by 1880 and was known as South Bridge Street. 
That name was changed to Berry Street in 1918. These extensions of 
Main Street, however, remained residential, and the business district 
from the bridge to Starr Avenue continued east on Starr toward East 
Broadway by the end of the 19 th century. 

Many improvements have been made to the street over the years. 
On December 13, 1909, the city installed eighteen “whiteway” lights 
between Front and Second Street. Five years later the lights were 
extended all the way to Starr Avenue. In 1912, Main Street was paved 
with sheet asphalt and the section from Front to the bridge, which had 
been widened to 80 feet in 1881, was repaved with three and one-half 
inches of creosote wood block. The viaduct over the Pennsylvania 
Railroad tracks was constructed in 1927. 

Then in 1929 and 1930, through an extraordinary feat of 
engineering. Main Street was widened from 60 to 75 feet by moving 
back all the buildings on the south side of the street. This remarkable 
accomplishment was achieved without damage to a single building 
(while all the merchants remained open for business!), and to this day the 
widening of Main Street continues to be one of the best remembered 
events in the history of the East Side. 



The Widening of Main Street from Fourth to Second Street, 1929. 
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Other changes have of course occurred along Main Street during 
the past century. The old streetcar tracks, dating back to the 1890s, were 
removed shortly after the last East Side streetcar lines closed in 1939. 
Two of the earliest commercial blocks at Front and Main, the 1874 
Plumey/Garbe Block (now a Wendy’s) and the 1886 Platt Building (now 
a McDonald’s) have gone the way of history. Also, in the 1970s, the 
Food Center Plaza replaced the old Arlington Hotel on the comer of 
Second Street, and a fire destroyed the Montville Block at First and 
Main. Both buildings had dated from the early 1890s. 

However, many other distinctive early buildings remain. The 
1888 Weber Block at Front and Main continues to anchor the business 
district. Also, the Friedman Block at First Street, the Masonic at Fourth, 
and the Coad Building and Davies Block at Sixth Street maintain the 
century-old architectural integrity of Main Street. 

Since the 1970s, River East Economic Revitalization Corporation 
has brought about many improvements along the street. Together with 
River East Associates, the organization of business owners, REERC 
continues to promote the economic development of the Main-Starr 
business district. Hopefully, as the Marina District along the river is 
developed. Main Street will also benefit from the market-rate housing 
and other investments planned for that area of the East Side. These plans 
for the future are based on Main Street’s past reputation as a once- 
thriving center for business and industry. 

During the past century. Main Street has been the home of 
literally hundreds of commercial enterprises. This chapter will highlight 
some of those businesses that have served the community along the East 
Side’s “main” street. 


* * * 
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Front and Main, Looking West Toward the Cherry Street Bridge, 
about 1930. The brand new Pennsylvania Railroad viaduct is captured in 
this photo from Front Street. At the far left is the Platt Building, later 
Caldwell Rambler, and now the site of McDonald’s. Many businesses 
were located on the south side of Main Street between the viaduct and the 
bridge at that time. 


The Main Street Approach to the Cherry Street Bridge, about 1919. 

The current Cherry Street (King) Bridge, which was the third bridge at that 
site, was only a few years old when this photo was taken. Work on the 
streetcar tracks is taking place. To the left is the Toledo Builders Supply 
yard at 22 Main Street. Notice the ornate streetlights. The new lights on 
the Martin Luther King Bridge are similar to these original streetlights. 


116 























EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Kuhlman Builders Supply Office, 22 Main Street, about 1955. 

Formerly Toledo Builders Supply, Kuhlman’s Main Street yard was the last 
of the businesses located between the bridge and the railroad viaduct across 
from the Sports Arena. Kuhlman’s shut down its operation in the 1970s, 
about two decades after this photo was taken. 


4 



Red Head Filling Station, 60 Main Street, about 1955. The Red Head 
station on the south side of Main Street closed in the 1970s. The Hi-Fy 
station, its rival across the street, was bought out by the Sports Arena and 
demolished in the 1980s for additional parking. Note the large grain 
elevators to the right in the photo. This little gas station is the last building 
still standing between the viaduct and the bridge. 
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C & Q Furniture Store, 25-29 Main Street, 1922. This second-hand 
furniture store occupied what is currently the front parking lot of the Sports 
Arena. 




The Sports Arena, 1 Main Street, 1947. The arena was brand spanking 
new in 1947. Notice the vintage of the cars and delivery truck parked in 
front. The building has changed very little over the years, which is one 
reason a new arena is needed. 
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Platt Building and Cook Hotel, Southwest Corner of Front & Main, 1911. 

Built in 1886, the Platt Building was the first home of Baker and Flory before 
B.R. Baker moved downtown on Summit Street and L.E. Flory moved across 
the street to the Weber Block when it opened two years later. Harvey Platt 
was a prominent lawyer who owned large tracts of land in East Toledo, 
including the site of Waite High School. Platt Street is named after him, and 
Oswald Street is named for his wife Mary Oswald. The F.G. Redd furniture 
store was in the comer building in 1911. 



Ray Caldwell Rambler, Southwest Corner of Front & Main, about 1970. 

In its last days, the old Platt Building awaits the auction block and its eventual 
demolition. The site would become a new McDonald’s restaurant. 
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Front & Main, Looking East, 1907. This photo, taken during the heavy 
snowfall of that year, shows L.E. Flory’s dry goods business in the Weber 
Block on the northeast comer of Front & Main and the side of the 1874 
Plumey Block on the southeast comer. Notice how narrow Main Street is 
at this time before it was widened in 1929. 


. 0$6k | ' 



Front & Main, about 1940. By the time of this photo, Main Street is now 
15 feet wider, and Liggett’s Drug Store has taken L. E. Flory’s space in the 
Weber Block. The large buildings on the left (north) side of the street are the 
Weber Block, Friedman Block (J.C. Penney’s), Montville Block, Arlington 
Hotel, and the Masonic. 
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Weber Block, Front & Main, 1911. Built in 1888, the Weber Block was 
home to a business college (later a hotel) on the second floor, a gymnasium 
and union halls on the third floor, the first YMCA branch, the first post 
office branch, a theater, and many merchants. Flory’s Dry Goods and 
Streicher’s Shoes were on the ground floor when this photo was taken. 


Santa Visits Murphy’s Department Store, Weber Block, early 1970s. The 
most famous tenant of the Weber Block, Murphy’s was its only occupant 
from the early 1950s until it closed in 1978. The building then remained 
vacant for over ten years and was almost beyond saving by the late 1980s. 


121 










EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Weber Block, Main Street Side, 1994. Saved from demolition in the late 
1980s by River East and the East Toledo Historical Society, the Weber Block 
with its five-color paint job looks better than ever in this modem photo. 
Several shops occupy the first floor, and a University of Toledo business 
incubator has several tenants on the restored second floor. 



Weber Block, Second Floor, 1992. Jeff Eversman stands in the restored 
lobby of the Weber Block’s old Columbian Hotel (closed in 1932). Jeff was 
instrumental in organizing community interest in the history of the Weber 
Block, which helped save it from demolition. Note the chandelier, 
refmished wooden banisters, and late Victorian decor. 
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Museum Case, Weber Block. The East Toledo Historical Society 
maintains museum cases filled with East Toledo history in the concourse on 
the first floor of the Weber Block. Dale Fife, highlighted in this exhibit, was 
an important children’s author from the East Side. The building is open 
from 9 to 6, Monday through Saturday. 



Plumey Block, Front & Main, Southeast Corner, about 1900. Built in 
1874, the Plumey Block was East Toledo’s first large business block. 
Metzger’s Dry Goods was a long-time tenant in the building. The Civil 
War veterans of the Ford Post met there during its early years. It was later 
remodeled and became known as the Garbe Block. A Wendy’s restaurant 
occupies the site today. (See page 20.) 
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Garbe’s Bar and Restaurant, Plumey/Garbe Block, 1946. Emil and 
Henrietta Garbe wait on customers in their bar and restaurant. Other 
members of the Garbe family also owned a well-known hardware store at 
First and Euclid (see page 190). 



Collins Building, about 1937. Located on the south side of Main Street 
between Front and First, the Collins Building housed many businesses over 
the years. In this photo. Acme Window Sales was at 114 Main, and Home 
Service Company was at 120. The site is now part of Wendy’s parking lot. 
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Friedman Block, 115-121 Main Street, 1911. This large business block 
with its distinctive cupolas on the roof was built about 1900 by Henry and 
Gross grocers, who had a grocery store in a wooden building on the site 
during the 1890s. In this photo, Arthur Finkbeiner’s furniture store still 
occupied the building before he moved to the new Masonic building in 1913. 
Arthur was the grandfather of Mayor Carty Finkbeiner. 


FINKBEINER 
I I & SON I I 

FURNITURE, 
CARPETS and 

HOUSE FURNISHING 
□ GOODS n 


Our motto is good goods and the lowest possible 
prices and fair treatment. 

We can furnish your house complete on easy pay¬ 
ments or special discount for cash. Our stock is large 
and complete in every department, and was never more 
beautiful and artistic. 

East Broadway and Dorr Street cars and the Mau¬ 
mee Valiev, Bowling >Green and Fremont cars pass 
our door. 


119-121 flam St.,Toledo, East Side 



Advertisement for 
Finkbeiner’s Furniture 
Store in the Friedman 
Block, about 1910. 

Note that streetcars from 
as far away as Bowling 
Green and Fremont 
brought customers to the 
store. 
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Friedman Block, First & Main, about 1938. The best-known tenant in the 
Friedman Block was J. C. Penney’s, which had a popular store there on Main 
Street from the 1920s until the late 1960s. Merit Shoe Company also 
occupied a part of the building in this photo, later moving to the building next 
door after R & H Furniture left. 



Friedman Block, 1999. Still anchoring the Main Street business district 
along with the Weber Block, the Friedman Block has been nicely restored by 
River East and currently houses a mental health clinic on the ground floor. 
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Montville Block, First & Main, about 1910. Built in the late 1890s, the 
Montville Block stood at the northeast comer of First & Main until destroyed 
by fire in 1975. The most famous tenant was Barrett’s Shoe Store, which was 
there for over 75 years. A restaurant building later occupied the site, housing 
the Bank and Crust and Mutt Lynch’s in recent years. 



Wolf Hardware, Montville Block, about 1905. Martin Wolfs hardware store 
was an early tenant at the comer of First Street in the Montville Block. In this 
photo, Harry Garbe standing at left, was a clerk in the store before opening his 
own hardware store on Euclid Avenue. Mr. Wolf built the large Victorian 
home at Arden Place and Greenwood in 1901. 
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Barrett’s Shoe Store, 135 Main Street, Montville Block. Later photo of 
Barrett’s. W. F. Barrett opened a shoe store at 302 Main Street in 1898, then 
moved to the location at 135 Main in 1904. Family members who later ran 
the store were Lawrence, Tyler, and Louise Barrett (known for ha - large 
hats). 



Wachter Shoes, 141 Main Street, about 1957. Wachter’s provided 
competition for Barrett’s Shoes for many years on Main Street. At the left in 
this photo is the Babyland Store at 139 Main Street, a popular destination for 
baby boomer parents during the 1950s and 60s. 
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Travis’s Service Station, 151 Main Street, 1946. Earlier known as Keil 
Sunoco, this station was at the northwest comer of Main and Second at a 
time when Main Street was still the home of many automobile dealerships. 
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Torrence Block, Southeast Corner of First & Main, late 1930s. Still an 
anchor business block on the south side of Main Street, the building housed 
the T. J. Torrence Dry Goods Store for many years. At the time of this 
photo, Ed Navarre’s Carryout was on the comer. Gross’s Grocery was at 
130 Main Street, and Mendelson’s Dry Goods was at 132 Main. The 
building is currently known as the East River Lodge. 
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Interior of T. J. Torrence’s Dry Goods Store, 132 Main Street, early 
1900s. This well-stocked store served East Side customers well in the 
first decades of the 20 th century. 



Interior of Harpster’s Paint Store, 138 Main Street, about 1910. 

Before 1926 Harpster’s was located in this building at 138 Main Street 
(later Ohio Furniture and Ohio-Michigan Heating & Air Conditioning), 
and then from the late 1920s to the 1960s Harpster’s was at 204 Main 
Street. East Toledo’s Yenrick family are descendents of the Harpsters. 
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Sunbeam Products, 138 Main Street, 1970s. Sunbeam Products was 
originally located here at 138 Main before Ohio-Michigan Heating 
expanded. Next door at the left was Dr. Steinberg’s dentist office. 



Keller’s Hardware, 148-150 Main Street, early 1970s. Keller’s 
Hardware was an anchor business on the southwest comer of Main and 
Second for many decades from around the turn of the century into the 
1970s. Until recently, the building was used by the King Dental Clinic. 
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South Side of Main Street between First and Second Streets, 1970s. 
Marchers are parading past the 100 block of Main Street in the 1970s. At 
the far left across Second Street is old Commercial Bank building (now a 
new Rite Aid Drugstore), and the Keller Hardware building is on the near 
comer of Second Street. 



Main Street, Looking toward Front from Second Street, about 1907. 

This early view shows both sides of Main Street from Second to Front 
before it was widened, and with a streetcar going down the middle. At 
the far left is Keller’s Hardware. The two old-fashioned buildings next 
door housed Liaros Brothers confectionary and Thibodeau’s tailor shop. 
The “Drug” sign hangs in front of East Side Pharmacy. At the far right, 
the clock is in front of a watch shop and next to the Isbell Wholesale 
store. Looking further west on the north side of the street shows the 
Montville Block, home of Barrett’s Shoes, and a streetcar in front of the 
Friedman Block. 
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Pete’s Place, 146 Main Street, late 1930s. One of two old buildings now 
gone that stood just west of Keller’s Hardware. A good portion of the 
menu can be seen on the store front, with chili for 10 cents and soup for 5 
cents. Many restaurants lined both sides of Main Street at this time. 



Thibodeau’s, 144 Main Street, 1937. This other old building that stood 
next to Pete’s bears the sign of H. C. Thibodeau, a tailor on Main Street from 
the 1890s until World War II. At the time of this photo, Thibodeau was in 
another location and Walter Gronau’s shoe repair occupied this building. 
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The Munch Building, Northeast Corner of 2 nd & Main, late 1930s. 

Better known as the Arlington Hotel, “The Munch” was built about 1900 
by Joseph Munch, an early well-named East Side food and beverage 
wholesaler, and forerunner of today’s Treu House of Munch beer 
distributorship. Craig’s Work and Men’s Store was located on the ground 
floor at the time of this photo. Notice the sign pointing to the cafeteria in 
the basement, later to become a bowling alley. 


North Side of Main Street, Looking East between 2 nd & 4 th , 1970s. All 

these buildings up to the Masonic at 4 th Street were tom down to build the 
River East Plaza in the late 1970s. The Arlington Hotel is at the left. 
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Arlington Hotel, 2 nd & Main, late 1970s. The 80-year-old hotel in the 
Munch Building is ready for demolition to make way for the River East 
Foodtown shopping plaza (note barricades in front and the cleared area to 
the right). At the far left is Station A, still standing. Stoll’s Rexall Drugs 
had occupied the first floor of the hotel since about 1950. 



Southeast Corner, 2 nd & 
Main, about 1980. When 
the Munch was torn down 
in 1978, Stoll’s Rexall 
moved across the street 
into the old Commercial 
Bank building at 202 Main 
Street. By 1983 Stoll’s 
had relocated to East 
Broadway and this 
building was occupied by 
the Bottom Dollar Store. 
A Rite Aid Drug Store 
replaced the bank building 
in 1997. At the right is the 
Keller Hardware building 
across Second Street. 
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Food Center, North Side of Main Street between 2 nd & 4 th Streets, 2006. 

The River East Plaza replaced all the buildings between Second & Fourth 
Streets in 1978. When Foodtown closed a few years ago, the main tenant of the 
plaza now has become the Toledo Food Center. 



Sam Lynn’s Used Cars, 301 Main Street, late 1930s. One of many car 
dealerships at the time on Main Street. Houses on Platt Street, also tom down 
for the River East Foodtown Plaza, can be seen in the background. 
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300 Block of Main Street, late 1930s. Just east of Sam Lynn’s Used Cars 
was this building that housed the Anspach Grocery (303 Main), United 
Radio Service (305 Main), and A & M Grill (307 Main). 



Culver Ford Sales, 323 Main Street, late 1930s. Culver Motor Sales 
occupied most of this building at the northwest comer of 4 th & Main during 
the 1930s and 1940s. In the comer of the building at this time was the Garbe 
and HoffTavem. This was the end of the block tom down for the plaza. 
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Construction of the Ohio Savings & Trust Bank, Main & 4 th , 1925. 

Later known as Toledo Trust, this classic bank building was built on the 
northwest comer of Fourth & Main during the heydays of the 1920s. One of 
the first buildings moved back in the widening of Main Street only four years 
later, it is still in use as a bank today. 



The Ohio Savings Bank & Trust (Later Toledo Trust), 4 ,h & Main, 1929. 

Shows the bank building at 322-324 Main moved back for the widening of 
the street in 1929. Note the skyline of Toledo at the top of the photo. 

138 

































EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Widening of Main Street, Looking West from 4* Street, 1929. This view 
taken from the Masonic shows the buildings on the south side of the street 
moved back 15 feet. This amazing engineering feat, even by today’s 
standards, was accomplished by pulleys, manpower, and hydraulic jacks. 
During the process, all the buildings remained open for business. 


Widening of Main Street, 
1929. This street-level 
view shows the elaborate 
preparations needed for 
moving back the buildings 
on the south side of the 
street without doing them 
any structural damage. 
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Blind Jack’s Tobacco Store & Newstand, 324 Main & 4 th , early 1900s. 

This interesting old store occupied the site of the Toledo Trust bank building 
before 1925. Jack also had a food wagon that traveled around the East Side. 



Frankie’s Restaurant, 308 Main Street, 1965. A popular Main Street 
eatery since the 1940s, Frankie’s was well known for its Italian dishes and 
pizza for five decades. Now closed, Frankie's became more of a night club 
with live bands during the 1990s. 
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Western Auto Building, Southeast Corner of 4 th & Main, 2006. In the 

1930s, this familiar Main Street building was the home of Lex Navarre 
Motor Sales. By the 1940s, Western Auto was selling auto parts here at 
406-410 Main Street, and they continued to do so for many decades. 
Recently, Gary Reddish has fixed up the building where he now has his 
sporting goods business, selling supplies for contact sports. 



Kroning and Trudeau Restaurant, 416 Main Street, about 190S. Sadie 
and Frank Trudeau stand at the entrance of their restaurant and tavern in 
this pre-1900 building on the south side of Main Street. Until recently, the 
Cake Nook occupied the building for many years. 
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The Masonic Temple, 401-409 Main Street, about 1915. This early 
postcard view of the landmark Masonic Temple, built in 1913 on the 
northeast comer of 4 th and Main, shows its original ground floor tenant: 
Finkbeiner’s Furniture. Toledo Mayor Carty Finkbeiner’s grandfather 
Arthur moved the business from the Friedman Block to the Masonic when 
it opened at 4 th & Main. The masons occupied the top floors, the first floor 
was retail, and the basement held several businesses over the years, 
including a bowling alley and a boxing gym. The Masonic lodges recently 
moved out, and the future of this great building is in doubt. 

A View of our MODERN RUG and CARPET DEPARTMENT 

FEATURING 
Quality Makes of 
CARPET 

Firth 
Mohawk 
Magee 

and 

Gulistan 

OUR PRICES ARE 
RIGHT 

Let Us Give You A 
FREE ESTIMATE 

Terms to Suit You 


TAyior 2473 



Myers Furniture Advertisement, Masonic Building, 4 th & Main, 1935. 

F. S. Myers & Son Furnishings began in 1926 at 557 East Broadway and 
moved to the Masonic in the early 1930s. This well-remembered furniture 
store remained there until moving to Oregon in 1963. Carl Michaels, 
grandfather of one of the authors, worked there for many years. 
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Bowling Alley, Basement of the Masonic Temple, c. 1960s. Many East 
Siders still remember the bowling alley in the Masonic at Fourth & Main. 
Not many, however, remember bowling in a shirt and tie. 



Heck Building, 417 Main Street, 1999. Just east of the Masonic, the Heck 
Building is architecturally one heck of a building, and a fine complement to 
the beautiful Masonic Temple next door. It has been the home of Heck 
Printing for many years. 
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400 Block of Main Street, Looking West toward 4 ,h , 19%. This view of 
the north side of Main Street shows from left to right the Masonic, the Heck 
Building, and the Steger-Showall Building (originally Lownsbury’s), which 
was being remodeled by River East at the time of this photo. 



Lownsbury Motor Sales, 425-427 Main Street, 1933. Salesmen are all 
lined up to sell you a new Chevrolet at Lownsbury’s dealership on the 
newly-widened Main Street. Built in 1923, Lownsbury’s was the largest 
dealership of many on Main Street in the 1930s and 1940s. Lownsbury 
moved to 801-811 Front Street in the 1950s and did business there until the 
1970s. A comer of the Heck Building can be seen at the far left. To the 
right is Lownsbury’s Used Cars and the building for Brown Motor Sales. 
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New Way Lunch, 513 Main Street, 1930s. Fried Chicken and Home 
Made Chili must have sold well for 40 cents, because New Way Lunch 
remained in business on Main Street from the late 1920s to the early 1950s. 
A comer of the Brown Motor Sales building can be seen at the far left. 



Coad Building, North¬ 
west Corner of Main 
& 6 th Street, 1911. 

Built in 1897 by 
Septimus Coad, this 
large business block has 
long been an anchor 
building on Main Street. 
The roof cupola, now 
gone, was similar to the 
one on the Friedman 
Block at First & Main. 
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Coad Building, Sixth & Main, Looking Northwest, 19%. The once- 
proud Coad Building has fallen on hard times the past twenty years, and 
recently the roof collapsed into the third floor ballroom. The second floor 
had become a flop-house now closed. Through a grant, the city has repaired 
the roof and River East is now trying to market the building again for 
development. To the left is the old East Auditorium Theater, which later 
became a Pentecostal Church and is now also vacant. 



East Auditorium Theater, 517-519 Main Street, about 1920. Children 
gather for a matinee in this photo taken during the heyday of small theaters. 
The East Side had nearly a dozen neighborhood theaters during the 1910s, 
and the East Auditorium outlasted them all except for the later-built 
Eastwood. In this photo, Main Street had not yet been widened, and what 
appears to be a house is at the far left where the New Way Lunch building 
would be constructed in the late 1920s. Note the arches and display niches 
in the theater fa9ade can still be seen in the photograph above. 
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Lex Navarre’s Studebaker Dealership, 506 Main Street, about 1938. 
From the 1920s through the 1950s, Main Street was “the strip” for car 
dealerships. On the south side of the street. Lex Navarre moved his 
Studebaker dealership from Fourth & Main (which became Western Auto) to 
this location in the 500 block. The building, now painted dark blue, is still in 
an auto related business, currently selling auto parts. At the far right is the 
top of the Arthur Daly Post building next door. 



Don’s Drive-In, 522-524 Main Street, 1957. Don’s Drive-In shown in this 
photo soon after it opened, was the home of the Trailblazer sandwich, as well 
as the most popular cruising spot during the 1950s, 60s, and 70s. A Paragon 
(later Gulf) gas station stood at this location on the southwest comer of Sixth 
& Main from the 1930s to the early 1950s. Don’s remained in business until 
the 1990s, and then in the last few years the building has housed various 
pizza businesses. 


147 





EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Charter One Bank, Southeast Corner of Main & Sixth, 2006. This 
bank building was originally a First Federal Bank with its distinctive comer 
tower. A bank has occupied this comer now for about fifty years. 



O’Rourke Motor Sales, 624 Main Street, about 1937. Continuing up 
the south side of Main Street east of Sixth is another car dealership 
building (still standing), similar to so many others along the street at the 
time. In the early 1930s, Harold Ripple had a dealership here, and by 
1937 O’Rourke was selling Nash Lafayettes and International Trucks. 
By the 1950s, O’Rourke had a Buick dealership at Front and Platt Streets. 
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Kelly’s Dress Shop, 638 Main Street, 1970s. Beginning in the late 1960s, 
Don and Dolores Kelly sold women’s clothing for many years in this shop 
on the south side of Main Street near Starr Avenue. Frank Miller’s Barber 
Shop was in this building, now gone, from the 1930s to the 1950s. 


View up Main Street, Looking East, 1970s. This photo of a River East 
parade shows the south side of Main Street from Fourth Street toward Starr 
Avenue in the early 1970s. At the far right can be seen the Toledo Trust and 
Western Auto buildings at Fourth & Main. Beyond them are the signs for 
Don’s Drive-In and First Federal Bank at Sixth & Main. At the center of the 
photo is the Huntington Bank on Starr Avenue. 
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Kraus Building, Northeast Corner of Sixth & Main, Late 1930s. This 
building has been an anchor business block on the north side of Main Street 
since the late 1890s. Originally known as the Davies Block (and usually 
called that today), the building has held many retail establishments on the 
first floor over the years in addition to the apartments on the upper floors. 



Martin Jewelers, 603 Main Street, about 1980. One of the longest 
tenured East Side businesses, Martin Jewelers had been on Main Street 
nearly seventy years when it closed a couple years ago. Dating back to 
1936, the business was at 620 Main Street for many years before moving to 
its familiar location in the Davies Block pictured in the photograph above. 
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Consaul Motor Sales, 625 Main Street, about 1937. This short-lived car 
dealership during the 1930s was yet another of the many auto dealers on 
Main Street at this time. By the 1940s, the Main Tire Company was doing 
business in this building. 



Stewart’s Band Box Cleaners, 627 Main Street, about 1957. Band Box 
Cleaners served the East Side for nearly fifty years in the 600 block on the 
north side of Main Street from the late 1940s to the 1990s. 
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600 Block of Main Street, Looking West, about 1935. This end of Main 
Street was only recently widened when this photo was taken in the mid-1930s. 
The view looks west down the street toward Sixth Street from near Starr 
Avenue. The large buildings at the right center on the north side of the street 
are the Davies (Kraus) Block and the Coad Block at Sixth & Main. In the 
distance is the Masonic at Fourth Street. On the south side of the street in the 
left center is a sign company where First Federal Bank would be built, and 
beyond that the filling station where Don’s Drive-In would later be located. 



A & P Supermarket, 647 Main Street at Starr Avenue, about 1960. Few 

East Toleodans can say they were never in this store. For a long time the only 
“super” market on the East Side, the A & P enjoyed an enormous amount of 
business in the 1950s and 1960s. A grocery store as early as the 1920s, the 
building later became part of the East Toledo Hudson-Essex auto dealership. 
After 35 years as an A & P, the building became home to Ray’s Party Store. 
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Main & Starr, about 1915. The old Wetli building in the center of this 
photo once blocked the turning of Main Street across Starr Avenue. The 
recently finished current building can be seen at the far right. At the left, 
across Starr Avenue, is the old Engine House #6. 



Wetli Building, Main & Starr, about 1965. For many years, Wetli’s 
Men’s Wear occupied the left side of the building at 644 Main, and 
Langmaid Insurance was on the right at 642 Main Street. Today a Subway 
and a pizza parlor are in those locations. The Martin-Lark Insurance 
Agency has had offices on the second floor for many years. Note Euclid 
Avenue Methodist (at Starr & Euclid) at the far right, and the tire store 
across Starr Avenue at the left of this photo. 
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Mason Tire, Starr & Main, about 1970. Mason Tire did business at the 
southwest comer of Starr & Main for many years. The large 1890s home of 
Dr. Beckwith is in the background of this photo, as is his doctor’s office on 
Starr Avenue at the right. The office was demolished in the late 1980s when 
the tire store expanded. Moon & Sons Automotive is currently in the building. 



District Fire Chief Keller, Starr Avenue Looking East, about 1912. 
Chief Keller poses at the wheel with another fireman in front of Engine 
House #6. Station #6 stood in what is now the parking lot of the Huntington 
Bank from 1895 to 1950 before moving to its current location at Starr and 
Euclid. Past the station to the left of the windshield can be seen the front of 
the People’s Theater where the bank stands today. 
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Garden Theater, South Side of Starr Avenue, about 1915. The 
People’s Theater operated in this location from 1910 to 1914, and then it 
was remodeled as the Garden Theater with an outdoor theater next door 
called the Japanese Gardens. Both went out of business about 1920. 
They were owned by James Beidler, who later became a partner with 
Martin Smith in the East Auditorium and Eastwood Theater. 



Philip’s Jewelers, 810 Starr Avenue, 1970s. Philip’s, one of several 
East Side jewelers, was having a sidewalk sale in this 1970s photo. It was 
in business at this location on the south side of Starr Avenue from the 
1950s until about 1980. Lane’s Drug Store can be seen at the right in this 
picture. Franklin Ice Cream, managed for many years by Joan Mink, 
Beyers’ Bakery, and Nassar’s Market were just east of this photo toward 
East Broadway. 
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Paul Beyers, owner of Beyers’Bakery at 830 Starr Avenue, is standing 
next to a cake he made for his own wedding. His first bakery was on 
Vinal Street, but by the late 1920s he had relocated to Starr Avenue and 
remained there until the mid-1960s. 



Haas Hardware, 908 Starr Avenue, 1916. Landmowers and ladders are 
on display in front of Fred Haas’ hardware business. Later he moved his 
store to 914 Starr, where he remained in business until the late 1930s. 
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Ringenbach Building, 819-823 Starr Avenue, about 1937. Begun as 
Klitzke Shoe Repair at 648 Bridge Street in 1892, the business had moved 
to Starr Avenue by the early 1900s. By 1920 the Ringenbachs owned the 
shoe repair business and at various times were located in all three 
addresses of the building. The shop remained in business for about seven 
decades until the last years of the 20 th century. At the time of this photo, 
the building also housed Frank Wiley’s law office and Corns Insurance 
Agency before it moved to Starr and Platt. 



Medical Office, 679 Platt Street, 2002. Built about 1950 as offices for 
Dr. Whitaker, this little brick building at the northeast comer of Starr & 
Platt provided office space for many doctors over the years. Currently, 
Dr. Suzi Michaels has a psychology office in the building. A Gulf filling 
station previously occupied the site. 
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Rooster Inn Building, Northwest Corner of Starr & Platt, 1911. This 
landmark 1880s building with its distinctive roof cupola was occupied by 
Cairn’s Dry Goods store for decades until the late 1920s. 



Rooster Inn Building, Starr & Platt, about 1937. After a brief occupancy 
by the Safety Tire Co., the building housed the United Meat & Food Market 
during the 1930s and 1940s, as shown in this picture. In 1949 it became a 
branch of the Lucas County Bank, and then in 196 lit was remodeled into the 
Rooster Inn. It was known as the “Rooster” for over forty years under four 
different ownerships, until undergoing a recent name change in 2005. 
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Jacob & Reddish Hardware, 923-925 Starr Avenue, about 1920. 
Known originally as Jacob & Reddish, the hardware store, and lata - the 
sporting goods store upstairs became associated with the Reddish family 
now for nearly a century. In this photo, lavish decorations and ads for “Jap- 
a-Lac” paint are reflected in the wet sidewalk. An old Jacob & Reddish 
lawnmower from about 1915 is in the Historical Society collectioa 


Reddish Building, Northwest Corner of Starr & East Broadway, 1986. 
Built about 1907, this landmark building was the long-time home of the 
Reddish hardware and sporting goods businesses. Gary Reddish now has 
moved his sporting goods store to Fourth & Main, and various enterprises 
occupy this anchor building at the end of the Main-Starr business district. 
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Starr Avenue & East Broadway, Southwest Corner, 1978. This photo 
taken from the comer of Starr & Platt shows E. J. Smith’s Food Fair and the 
former People’s State Bank buildings shortly before they were tom down to 
provide parking for other nearby businesses. People’s Hall was upstairs and 
Dr. Reynold Tank had offices in the comer building for many years. A Sohio 
gas station stood on the southeast comer where a Dollar General is today. 
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Starr Avenue, Looking East toward East Broadway, about 1936. This 
interesting photograph takes in several businesses from Platt Street to across 
East Broadway, as automobiles pass over the soon-to-be-abandoned 
streetcar tracks. On the left (north side of Starr) is Gunkle’s Gulf Station 
and Reddish Brothers Hardware, and across East Broadway is Von 
Ewegen’s Drug Store. On the right are Schemenauer’s Shoe Store, E. J. 
Smith’s Grocery, the Tank Building, and Tschirret’s Tavern. 
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W. J. Von Ewegen Drug Store, early 1900s. For the better part of a 
century the Von Ewegen family had a drug store in buildings on the 
northeast comer of Starr & East Broadway. William Von Ewegen started 
the business about 1898, and his son Herbert and family carried it on into 
the later years of the 20* century. 



Von Ewegen Pharmacy and Drugs, 1003 Starr Avenue, 1965. Von Ewegen’s 
was one of the best-known businesses in East Toledo and anchored the Starr and 
East Broadway area for so many years. Although commercial businesses can be 
found throughout the East Side, the Main-Starr District from the bridge to Starr 
& East Broadway has long been the business center of the community. 
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Main St. from the Toledo Directory - 1954 


Main - From Maumee River at Cherry St. 
Bridge southeast to Nevada 
1 Toledo Mercury's Hockey Club 
Sports Arena, Inc. 

22 Kuhlman Builders' Supply 
& Brick Co. (yd 1) 

26 Lake Mtr Frt Lines Coordinated 
Transport, Inc. 

East Side Cartage 
46 Vacant 

47-49 Giant Serv. Sta. Gas 
481/2 Little Wilsor 
50 Red Head Oil Co. of Ohio store rm 
54 no return 

60 Red Head Oil Co. of Ohio 
filling station 
Penna RR overpass 
80 Donovan Oil Store 
85 Lynn S. used cars 
93 Standard Oil Co. (br) 
filling sta 

100 Caldwell Ray Inc Autos 
Front intersects 
Weber Block and Hall 

101-07 Morris .5-$1.00 Store 
104 East Side Clnrs 

104 1/2 Apartments 

1 Nicholas Steph A 

2 Griener Robt 

3 Marsh Kenneth R 

4 Gencoff Addie M. Mrs 

5 Townsend Edw O 

6 Eble Frank J. acct. 

7 Wesenburg, Wm P 

8 Christy Geo N. 

Street continued 

105 Wachter Shoe Co. (br) 

106-08 Pa’s John Restr 
107 No Return 

110 City Carburetor Serv 

112 Metzger Bros. Groc. 

113 Merit Shoe Co. 

114 Collins Bldg 

Acme Window Shade Co. 

114 1/2 London Louis 
117-21 Penney, JC Co dept store 
116 Flory & Flory mens film. 

118 East Side Fum. Store 
120 Best Bar & Restr 
Koroloff Steph 
1st Intersections 

127 Save Dept Store 

128 Gust Cleaners 
130 Central Television 
130 1/2 Apartments: 

1 Vacant 

2 Petro Leo 

3 Hartley Lottie Mrs 

4 Rae Edw J 

5 Michalkiewicz Eug 

6 Phares Ben O 

7 Bumpus, Bemetta L 

8 Vacant 
Street Continued 

132 Mendelson Sol L dry goods 

133 Main restr 

133 1/2 Vacant 

134 Main Sweet Shop conff 

135 Barretts Shoe Store 

136 Conrad -East Side 

Pharmacy 

Snyder Claud D watch repair 


Main - Cont'd 

137 Babyland Juvenile Shop 

137 1/2 Knisely, O. Chiropractor 
Apartments: 

1 Johnson, Dora S. Mrs. 

2 Roby, Roy D. 

3 Benner, Richd J. 

Street Continued 

138 Sunbeam Porducts Inc. 
leather findings and shoe polish 

140 Park Harley G. Dentist 
Evanoff Steph, Tailor 
Apartments: 

1-2 EskimofF Florence, Mrs. 

3 King, Roland E 

4 Vacant 
Street Continued 

142 Lamber, Roy H lwyr 

rear Phillips, Zephinia 

142 1/2 You Seto 

144 Gronau Walter A shoe repair 

146 Shell M & Sons mens filings 

146 1/2 Vacant 

148 Keller's Hdw 

149 Smithers Sunoco Serv gas sta 

Second intersects 

201 Arlington Hotel 
Craig’s Workmen's Store 

men's furnishings 

202 Western & Southern Life Ins. 

204 Harpsters Wall paper & Paint 

205 Main Cleaners & Laundry 
205 1/2 Fulwider, Robt B 
207 Brenner Marine Sup 

207 1/2 Crawford John H 
208-10 Wanamaker's Fum. Inc. 

211 Rahmstock Harry C. harness 
2111/2 Petcoff Jordon 

212 Ottawa Rubber Co 

213 Volunteers of Amer. used fum. 

214 Holland Window Cln Co. Inc. 

215 Brenner Motor Sales 

used cars 

216 Toledo Mfg Elect 

Service contractor 
218-20 Pfaff of Toledo 
Sewing machines 
221 Hany's Auto Stores (br) 
222-24 Hart Wm. J restr 
Lee Louis Incry 
223 Lake Carriers Assn 

225 Hinebaugh Marian barber 

226 Main St. Hall 

227 Charm Beauty Salon 

227 1/2 Apartments 

1 Kelsey Kosta N 

2 Cole Jas L 

3 Shelton Henry 
Street Cont'd 

228 Main Novelty Co. 

vending machs 
Ohio Vending Co. 

G & W Novelty Co 
vending machines 

229 Kelsey's Bar restr. 

229 1/2 Roe Richd 

230 Gladieux Plumbing & Htg 

301 No return 

302 Vacant 

302 1/2 Holder Cath W Mrs. 

303 Newmeyer Floyd S. 

barber 


Main - Cont'd 

304 Bemor Lock & Key Shop 
Fire Detection service 

rear Cone Arden 

305 Brown Radio & Telev. 

306 Cast-Craft statuary 

307 Daly Arth Post No. 334 
(Am. Legion) 

307 1/2 Daly Arth Post No. 334 
(Am Legion Hall) 

308 Frankies Tavern restr 
309-15 Bayes Electrical Appliances 
310 Davis Bus. Mach Co. 

310 1/2 Burgaugh, Maxine 

311 1/2 Ball, Donald N. 

Madden, Elmer G 

312 Peerless Garment Cln. Co. 

312 1/2 East Side Realty Co. 

Tucker, Wm H IE acct 
Tucker, Wm H lawyer 
314-22 Toledo Trust parking lot 

322 Petcoff Boni E phys 

Petcoff John E phys 

323 Johnson Ford Co. autos 

324 Toledo Trust Co. (br) 

325 City Loan & Savings (br) 

4th intersects 

400-02 Johnson Ford sales used cars 
401 East Toledo recreation bowling 
403 Myers FS & Sons fum 
408 Western Auto Supply Co 

413 Vacant 

414 George Music & Novelty juke bxs 
416 Evans Candy Shop 

416 1/2 Ball GarueF 
Duncan, Leroy 
418 Lane H Elect Inc. 

household appliances 

420 No Return 

421 Vacant 

422 Zervos Jas G restr 
422 1/2 Abbajay Chas 

501 Vacant 

502 Ellsworth Marvin E 

bicycles 

502 1/2 Grube Henry C 

503 Dept of Liquor 

Control store (br) 

504 1/2 Meyers Dolores Mrs. 

505 Herrick's Nail Speed Equip 

Auto parts 

506 Johnson Ford Sis Co 

body shop 

507 MacDonald H F Reality Co. 

507 1/2 Rollins Richd P 

Timmer Eug O 

509 Winchester & Winchester 

lawyers 

510 Steinman Carl F Inc. used cars 

512 No return 

513 New Way Lunch restr 
515 East Auditorium Theatre 

motion pictures 
Smith & Beidler Theatres 
519-21 Coad Block & Hall 
Leslie Gerald II 
East Side Amusement Co. 

Dashpal Co. Auto acces. mfgrs 
Northern Star Lodge 
No 324 IOOF 
Lucas Lodge No 197 
Daughters of Rebekah 


Main Street Businesses from City Directory, 1954. 


519-21 - Cont’d 

Read Encampment No 118 (IOOF) 
Leslie Gerald N. Chiropractor 
Com City Lodge No. 793 

daughters of Rebekah 
Ruel Encampment No. 250 (IOOF) 
521 Merchants Finance Co. (br) 

524 Rex’s Gulf Serv Sta 
6th Intersects 

601-03 Krauss Bldg 

601 Morris, Walter F. beer 

602 State Deputy Registrar mtr veh. 
East Toledo Htg Co. 

603 City Cleaners & Dye Works 

604 Toledo Auto Supply 

605 Apartments 

1 Rees Elroy Dentist 

2 Corey, Everett E 

4 Fitzgerald Richd J 

5 Heckler, Geo 

6 vacant 

7 Wright Edith A 

8 Henning Ruby Mrs 

9 Vacant 

10 Hurst Lottie M. Mrs. 

11 Smith Sherlie H 
Street continued 

607 House Record Shop 

609 Club Billiards 

611 Cap Motor Sis used cars 

613 Nook Restr 

614 Hart Bill Motor Sales 

615 Dixon Motor sis used cars 

616 Vavrik Frank A barber 
618 Stem Herman tailor 
618 1/2 Apartments 

1 Kaliski, Walter J 

2 Burrows, Lawrence 

3 Martin Andrew B 

4 Martin Andrew B 
Street Continued 

620 Martin Andrew jwlr 

624 Sliger-Betz Chem Co 

625 Main Tire Co. 

627 Stewart’s Band Box Clnrs 
630 Patton-Reid Ins. Agency 
Apartments: 

1 Kelch T. Vernon 

2 Leroy T Ross 

3 Porter Vann R 

4 Jacobs, Myrtle Mrs. 

Street Continued 

630 1/2 Reid Jas O 
632 Dome's Specialty Shop 
Womens clothing 
Salazar Matthew 
rear Reno Raymond F 
632 1/2 - 23 1/2 Apartments 
#1-6 Vacant 
Street Continued 

634 Eberlin Elmer F groc. 

636 Zaluch Peter Cln 
638 Miller Frank L. barber 
640 & 642 Vacant 
644 Langmaid Clair Agency Ins. 

646 Anchor Printing Co. 

646 1/2 Carter Ralph Chiropractor 
648 Wetli's Men's Wear 
648 1/2 Wetli & Testa lawyers 
Metz Virgil real estate 
653-55 A & P food stores (br) groc 
Starr Ave Intersects 
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Chapter Six 

* 

“Working Close to Home” 

Neighborhood Businesses 


One of the charms of East Toledo, which gives it a small town 
feeling, is the number of small businesses that dot the old neighborhoods. 
Long before the era of supermarkets, big box stores, shopping centers, 
and shopping malls, and before the advent of high-speed travel, most 
necessary types of stores and businesses were located within a walk or 
horse-and-buggy ride from the neighborhood. 

In the early days, after a neighborhood was platted, lots were 
purchased and residential structures built, and then the commercial aspect 
of the neighborhood began to take shape. These early plats, often ethnic 
in origin, soon began to sprout blacksmith shops, dry goods stores, coal 
companies, drug stores, theaters, and “Ma & Pa” groceries. 

In many cases, the residents of the neighborhood who had 
acquired a particular trade or occupation were the ones who opened these 
businesses, and many were very successful in supplying a service to the 
community and earning a respectful income for their families. Owners of 
these businesses often lived above the store or in houses attached to the 
storefront. 
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Neighborhood businesses appeared in the early population 
centers of the late 1800s, such as the Euclid & Front Street area as early 
as the 1850s, the Fassett Street area in the 1860s, and in Birmingham in 
the 1890s. Ironville had an active community life that dates back to the 
1860s, and some other areas, especially around Starr Avenue and along 
East Broadway, were flourishing in the late 1800s. As the population 
spread throughout the entire East Side by the 1920s, comer stores and 
other small businesses followed into all the neighborhoods as they 
developed. These businesses continued to serve their communities for 
most of the 20t h century. 

The demise of neighborhood businesses can be attributed to 
many factors. The advent of the automobile was the first, followed by 
the growth of the early chain stores, such as A & P, Kroger, Penneys, and 
others, that outgrew their original neighborhood locations. The first 
interstate highways, like 1-280, were built in the late 1950s. Suburbs 
were growing, and by 1957 Oregon had become a separate municipality, 
land-locking the growth of East Toledo. Great Eastern Shopping Center 
also opened at this time, and the Woodville Mall was built in 1969. The 
big box stores would soon follow. There became less and less need to 
shop in the old neighborhoods. 

Times change. Most of the small stores still remaining in the 
neighborhoods are convenience stores or gas stations, and the majority 
are located on the main business streets. Yet there are still a surprising 
number of the old comer stores and small business buildings that have 
survived, many providing a local specialty service of some kind. Others 
stand vacant or have been converted into housing. And some remain 
only in the memories of long-time East Siders. 

This chapter will concentrate on those businesses and stores that 
once were an important part of the neighborhoods of East Toledo during 
the 1900s. 


* * * 
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Louis Willinger Delivery Wagon, 1912. Mr. Willinger started a bakery 
shop in west Toledo in the 1880s, which he moved to 1425 Starr Avenue 
about 1910. This proud photo was taken in front of his residence at 361 
Willard Street in 1912. His bakery was razed in the 1920s to make way for 
the future Hostess Bakery building at Starr and Raymer. 





George A. Michael Grocery, 220 Millard Avenue, about 1915. This 
classic early business photograph showed every aspect of the store from 
the owner to the delivery boy. Mr. Michael is at the right of the butcher 
in the white apron, who was Oliver Trudeau, the great-grandfather of 
author Ron Mauter. This business served Ironville for about sixty years. 
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Robert Braun Grocery, 702-704 WoodviUe Road, about 1920. Robert 
Braun started his business at Woodville and Prentice about 1900, and 
remained there for five decades. This photo shows an enclosed gas pump at 
the comer for customers with motorized vehicles to pull up and refuel. In the 
1950s, the A & P chain purchased the site and built a supermarket all along 
Woodville Road, which was in business until the 1980s. A Save-A-Lot 
discount grocery currently occupies the building. 



Joseph Elspennan Grocery 
Store, 801 Berry Street, 
1923. This short-lived store 
was located on the point 
between Woodville and 
Navarre Avenue where 
Chapman’s Quickprint 
recently stood. When the 
roads were widened, the store 
was demolished. In the 
background is the old East 
Side Central School. 
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East Broadway Hardware, 868 East Broadway, about 1910. This early 
hardware store went into business on East Broadway near Woodville Road in 
the late 1890s. Owned by J. J. Langendorf, on the left in this photo, it served 
the area for about 25 years. By 1924, the business became Matile’s Market, a 
familiar grocery store for many decades at that location. 



A. N. Matile Groceries & Meats, 868 East Broadway, about 1940. This 
familiar store was part of the National Service & Grocery chain at the time of 
this photo. It was known as Matile’s from the 1920s into the 1970s, and was 
an anchor business in the Woodville Road and East Broadway neighborhood. 
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Eggert’s Meat Market, 701 Woodville Road, about 1910. This long-time 
East Toledo business began nearby at 706 Woodville Road in 1904 and soon 
moved to the comer of Prentice Street across Woodville from Braun’s Grocery. 
This early photo shows some choice cuts ready to be sold. William Eggert 
retired in 1955, but turned the business over to his son-in-law who continued it 
for about another twenty years until the A & P finally put him out of business. 



Eggert Delivery Truck, about 1910. Making home deliveries helped 
establish the meat market, and it remained in business for about 70 years. 
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Billat Grocery Store, 624 Nevada Street, late 1930s. This little building on 
Nevada Street near Prentice, about a century old, is a good example of an 
early East Side neighborhood store. In the early 1900s, C. A. Billat purchased 
it from Joseph Aubry. He ran the business until about 1930 when he passed it 
on to his son Charles, who operated it for another 40 years. About 1970, 
Charles changed it into a gift and antique shop, but retired just a few years 
later. Charles was known for his wood carvings. The building still stands, but 
is currently used only for storage. 



Billat Delivery Wagon, about 1911. This fine horse and wagon delivered 
groceries to C. A. Billat’s customers from his Nevada Street Store. The riders 
are not identified, but are probably C. A. Billat and his son Charles. 
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PfefFer’s Market, 2002 Nevada Street This undated photo shows the long¬ 
time neighborhood store which still stands on the southeast comer of Nevada 
and Thurstoa It first operated as Pfeffer’s Market from the 1910s to the 
1940s. By 1948, until about 1970, it was known as LaPlante’s Market. 
Currently it houses private apartments. 


Rahe’s Market, 1951 Delence Street, about 1938. Another long-standing 
neighborhood grocery, tucked into the Howland addition of East Toledo, is 
seen in this photo on the northwest comer of Delence looking north on 
Thurston. In 1916 it was the Flint Grocery, in the 1920s it was known first 
as Krob Grocery and then as Pratt’s. It was Rahe’s Market from the 1930s to 
the 1950s. Later it was the Fisher Food Market in the 1960s, and Dale’s 
Food Market in the 1970s and 1980s. Apartments are in the building today. 
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Kinney’s Market, 1130 Navarre Avenue, 1955. This comer store on the 
southwest comer of Navarre and Willard was the Joseph Luce Grocery in 
the 1920s and 1930s, and the Barlow Grocery in the 1940s. It was owned 
by the Walter Kinney and Sol Rubinstein families from the 1950s into the 
1980s. This long-time comer grocery sits vacant today. 


Lantz’s Grocery, 1326 Kelsey, about 1937. Several “Red & White” 
affiliated groceries were located in East Toledo at one time, including 
Stover’s on Navarre Avenue near Milton. Lantz’s was in this building on 
the southwest comer of Kelsey and White Street during the late 1920s to the 
1940s. Other groceries at this address were O’Brien’s in the early 1920s, 
Wisebaker’s in the 1940s and 50s, and Mom’s Carryout in the 1960s. The 
building stands today, and has housed other businesses in recent years. 
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Bob & Bill’s Carryout, 1412 Front Street, 1951. This small but well- 
advertised storefront has stood in this location on Front near Elgin for many, 
many years. This photo shows Bob and Bill’s as it appeared in the 1950s. 



Prange’s Grocery, 1501 
Mott Street, 1955. This 
little building has served 
the Mott Street neighbor¬ 
hood for over a hundred 
years. Two long-tenured 
stores did business here. 
From about 1900 to the 
mid-1930s it was known as 
LaMarche Grocery, and 
then as Prange’s from the 
1930s to the late 1980s. 
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Schnell’s Market, 603 Oak Street, 1966. Arthur Schnell, pictured in this photo, 
and his brothers started the family business in the 1930s. It was carried on by his 
son Paul for many more years. After the market closed, the building was 
demolished in 1991. At the left is the little Hi-Level Barber Shop on the comer 
of Nevada Street. The site is now a Sunoco gas station and convenience store. 



Interior of Schnell’s Market This undated photo shows the gleaming interior 
of Schnell’s Market during its heyday as a popular East Side business. 
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Sears Food Market, 756 Oak Street, 1965. This market was in business 
on Oak Street near Navarre Avenue from the 1940s until shortly after the 
time of this photo, when it became a furniture store. In the 1980s it became 
the Oak Variety, and other businesses have occupied the building in recent 
years. It is currently the Mexicana food store. 



Tscherne’s Grocery Store, 464 St Louis Street, mid-1970s. This 1892 
building was owned by William King in the early 1900s, and he operated a 
grocery store there in the World War I era. F. W. Yarger had a store in the 
building in the 1920s, followed by Frank Brown’s grocery in the 1930s 
and early 1940s. The little store is best remembered when it was owned 
by Carl Tscheme from the mid-1940s until it closed in 1977. Since that 
time, Dave Geoffrion has owned the building and has remodeled it into a 
fine private residence. Photo courtesy of Michael Douglas. 
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A. R. Sullwold Grocery Store, 1003 Starr Avenue, about 1915. August R. 
Sullwold opened his grocery store on Starr Avenue next to Von Ewegen’s 
about 1900, where he remained in business until the 1930s. Bushel baskets of 
hems await the “cash” customer. A dentist’s office occupied the site in later 
years, and it is now part of 1001 Starr Avenue on the comer of East Broadway. 



Interior of Sulhvold’s Grocery Store, about 1915. Mr. Sullwold is ready to 
wait on his customers in this early photo of his store. The family owned the 
stone house on the southwest comer of Parker and Kelsey, and the Sullwolds 
were early founding members of Martin Luther Church. 
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Hirzel Brothers Florists, 427 East Broadway. Otto and Eugene Hirzel 
bought this shop and greenhouse from the Krueger family in 1924. Other 
members of the Hirzel family operated floral businesses at two locations in 
Ironwood as early as 1916. Rollie Morris and Ann Hirzel Morris still operate 
this business near the comer of Starr and East Broadway over 80 years later. 



Don’s Ice Cream Parlor, 1014 Starr Avenue, about 1957. Starr Avenue 
has been a mixed commercial and residential area of the East Side for well 
over a hundred years. This building on the south side of Starr near East 
Broadway, was built in 1890 as the Samuel Herzig Dry Goods Store. By the 
1930s, several tenants later, it became the Don Chikodroffs Waite High 
Candy Kitchen, and then by the 1950s it was known as Don’s Ice Cream. 
For four decades that home-made ice cream was a favorite among East 
Toledoans. Craig’s Beer Barrel Saloon was the tenant from the 1960s to the 
1990s, and since then it has been known as the Mad Dog Saloon. 
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White-Star Market, 1401 Starr Avenue, about 1940. Traveling east on 
Starr Avenue, shoppers could find many old East Side businesses to serve 
them. This familiar building from the late 1800s on the northeast comer of 
Starr and White Street was a meat market during the 1930s. It eventually 
became the Hostess Nite Club during the 1940s and remained so for more than 
50 years. It is currently known as the White Star Bar. 


A1 & Doris’, 1407 Starr Avenue, 1937. During the 1930s, A1 and Doris 
Kaspitzke offered their customers a grocery store and a gas pump near the 
curb in this little brick building. The grocery business was short-lived because 
an early Kroger store was located across Starr Avenue, but many other tenants 
have occupied this site over the years. At the present time, it is home to the 
Avengers Motorcycle Club without, alas, the convenient gas pump in front. 
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Baber’s Grocery, 1902 Starr Avenue, late 1930s. Built about 1900, this 
commercial storefront with add-on residence on the southeast coma- of Starr 
and Howland was first occupied by the Ignace Strebler Grocery. In the 1920s it 
was known as Kazmaier’s grocery, and by the late 1930s in this photo it was 
Babo-’s, where pot roast and a “magic washer” could be purchased. From the 
1950s to the 1980s it was home to Jo & Bob’s Market. A rental home 
company recently occupied the building. 



Kroger Grocery & Baking Company, 1952 Starr Avenue, 1930s. It’s hard 
to believe, but this little building housed a Kroger store in the 1920s and 1930s. 
For a short time there were two Kroger stores on Starr Avenue, and the store at 
Starr and White outlasted this one. In the late 1940s and 1950s the Edgar 
Variety Store was in this building, and it was a furniture repair shop in the 
1960s. It still stands today, but is used only for storage. 
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Weger Dry Goods, 19% Starr Avenue, about 1937. This building on the 
southwest comer of Starr and Thurston has been in commercial use for over 
80 years, and in this photo it housed Weger’s Diy Goods. By the 1950s it 
became the Pastime Bar, which it has remained for over 50 years to the 
present time. 



Romstadt Hardware, 2004 Starr Avenue, late 1930s. This commercial 
block on the southeast comer of Starr and Thurston is long gone and is 
now a parking lot. At the time of this photo the block of buildings also 
housed a confectionary and the Lohberger Machine Shop. 
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Starr Hot Dog & Dearborn Shoe Repair, 2005-2007 Starr Avenue, 1930s. 
This fine brick building is still part of the landscape on the north side of Starr 
near Dearborn, and it has hosted several businesses over the years. In addition 
to these 1930s businesses, other tenants have included Nellie Marie’s Beauty 
Shop, Dearborn Cleaners, Granta Deli, and Reddish Contact Sports. The 
building is currently occupied by retail computer shops. 



Bresler’s Drug Store, 713 Dearborn at Starr Avenue, about 1940. On the 
southeast comer of Starr and Dearborn is another fine brick commercial 
building that began as Bresler’s Drug Store in the late 1920s. Bresler’s 
remained in business until the 1950s, and then the building was occupied by 
Dearborn Pharmacy until about 1970. Still in excellent condition, the building 
is now home to Dave’s Band-Aide. 
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Interior of the Fliddnger Drug Store, 560 East Broadway, 1915. Remedies 
of all kinds line the shelves of Guy Flickinger’s Drug Store on the northwest 
comer of East Broadway and Nevada Street, seen here in its early years. 
Beginning in the early 1900s, Flickinger was in business until the 1940s when 
the location became Lanning Drugs. From the 1960s to the 1980s the building 
housed East Side Hot Dog, and in the 1990s it was Doug Knopp’s East 
Broadway Nite Club. 



Vogue Dry Cleaning, 350 East Broadway, late 1930s. This little building sat 
just north of Starr Avenue on East Broadway across the alley behind Reddish 
Hardware and Sporting Goods. Originally known as Veler’s, it became Vogue 
Diy Cleaning from the 1930s until about 1960. It is now a parking lot. 
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First Location of Harry’s Hamburger, 718 East Broadway, 1937. By 
the 1930s, Harry Wier was selling 5 cent hamburgers in this old building 
on the west side of East Broadway north of Navarre Avenue. The 
building was recently an apartment house and is now vacant. 



Hamburger Harry’s Building, 741 East Broadway, 1991. In the 
1940s, Hamburger Harry’s moved across East Broadway to this building 
near Navarre Avenue. It became Pete’s Drive-In during the late 1950s 
and 1960s. As late as this photo in 1991, remodeling shows the old 
Hamburger Harry’s sign on the building. It is currently painted bright 
purple and is a used automobile lot. 
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Kroger’s, 610, East Broadway, about 1945. Like Starr Avenue, East 
Broadway has long been a combined East Side commercial and residential 
street. Kroger’s first East Broadway location was a block north at 558 during 
the 1920s and 1930s before moving to the southwest comer of East Broadway 
and Nevada about 1940. This photo was taken before the expansion in the 
early 1950s when the building was enlarge toward Nevada Street and the 
houses behind were demolished for parking. It remained a Kroger store until 
about 1980. It is now the Glassmen Hall, and is used for bingo. 



F. J. Willard Confectionary, 824 East Broadway, late 1930s. This store and 
the Navarre Cleaners to the right in this photo once stood on the west side of 
East Broadway between Navarre Avenue and Woodville Road. A Walgreen’s 
Drug Store occupies the whole block today. 

183 

















EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 




Eastwood Theater, 815 East Broadway, 1938. The Eastwood Theater was 
the longest-running theater on the East Side. Built in 1920 at the end of the 
heyday of small neighborhood theaters, the Eastwood offered over 60 years of 
movie entertainment to the community. In recent years it has been used as a 
storefront church. At the right of this photo can be seen Zahrly’s Dry Goods, a 
long-time East Side business run by the Zahrly and Siewert families. 


Marathon Drive-In, 835 East Broadway, 1955. This classic art deco little 
restaurant was the personification of the 1950s and 1960s diner. It stood on the 
southeast comer of East Broadway and Camden near the Marathon gas station. 
Today it is the site of Dr. Donald Knepper’s Veterinary Clinic. 
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Timm’s Block, East Broadway near Woodville Road, 1930s. This bustling 
commercial block anchored by Timm’s Hall in the cento - of this photo, was an 
important East Side business location for many decades. At the time of this 
photo, the block was occupied by the following businesses from left to right: 
Rheingold’s Cafe, Mau Hardware, Kroger Grocery, Eppstein’s Dry Goods, 
and Dearborn Cleaners. Stoll’s Rexall Drugs later stood for many years on the 
corner of Woodville Road to the left of this photo. The whole block was 
recently demolished for the Walgreen’s Drug Store. 



Woodville & East Broadway, Southwest Corner, about 1937. This corner 
has long been a major commercial area of the East Side. This view, looking 
east on Woodville toward East Broadway, shows from right to left, Lay’s 
Bakery, an A & P Grocery, and Graver’s Cafd Matile’s Grocery was around 
the comer on East Broadway (see page 167). 
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Original Collins and Parker Drug Store, 1347 East Broadway, 1930s. 
This late 1930s photo was taken soon after Collins and Parka- opened their 
drug store on East Broadway at Albert Street in the old Ironwood 
neighborhood. They remained in business there until the late 1960s when 
they moved to their current Oregon location at 2513 Woodville Road, which 
had opened about 1963. Currently, the building is a private apartment. 



Carl Wassennan Dry Goods, 1369 East Broadway, late 1930s. Finck’s 
Overalls was only one of many items offered at Wasserman’s, which had a 
brisk business at this store on the northeast comer of East Broadway and 
Vinal from its beginnings in 1913 to about 1950. The building, now gone, 
housed an auto parts store in the 1950s and 1960s. The old Neighborhood 
House that became the East Toledo Family Center stood on Vinal Street just 
off the right of this photograph. 
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McGrath & Sons General Store, 322 Fassett Street, 1910. One of East 
Toledo’s oldest commercial buildings, this brick store has stood for at least 120 
years on the southwest comer of Fassett and Oak Streets (see p. 27). Operated 
by the McGrath family from the 1880s or earlier, the store was sold to Mathias 
Bippus in 1916, and then became Ray Cooley’s Drug Store by the 1920s. In the 
1930s it was known as Knowles Drugs, and for many years beginning in the late 
1940s it was the familiar Goon Drugs. It remains a cany-out to this day. 



The Warner-McCalla Building, Fassett Street, 1911. Fassett Street was an 
important commercial area in the late 1800s and early 1900s. This photo shows 
the building, which still stands, soon after it was built about 1907. At the left 
was McCalla Confectionary, and H. M. Warner’s Drug Goods was at the right. 
Warner was in business for about 25 years, and then it became Wille Dry Goods 
by the mid 1930s and Sheldon Hardware in the 1960s. McCalla’s lasted into 
the 1950s, and later became the Fassett Carryout. 
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Walters Pharmacy, 766 Oak Street, 1965. This building on the northwest 
comer of Oak and Navarre was originally the Navarre Theater in the 1910s. By 
the 1920s and 1930s it was Reuben Cook’s drug store. Walter Sohocki took 
over the business in the 1940s, and it became Walters Pharmacy, the name it is 
still known by 60 years later. Bob Ostafi has owned the business for the past 
20 years, and it remains the last independent pharmacy on the East Side. 
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residents remember the Franklin Ice Cream store on Starr Avenue near Main, 
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Lewis Potato Chip and Conaway’s Lunch, 1706-1708 Woodville Road, 
early 1930s. This building on Woodville Road near Holmes housed Myrtle 
Conaway’s restaurant on the left and the original home of Lewis Potato Chip 
on the right. By 1937 Lewis had moved to 228 Oak Street, where they baked 
their tasty potato chips for over 30 years. 



Lewis Potato Chip, 228 Oak Street, 1992. The long-time home of Lewis 
Potato Chip on Oak Street across from the Franklin School playground. The 
building had been vacant for many years at the time of this photo, but the sign 
remains on the side of business, as it does to this day. 
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Pete PopofFs Restaurant, 410 Front Street, 1955. Perhaps the most famous 
of the many Bulgarian businesses that once were located near the comer of 
Front and Main, PopofFs was an East Side favorite for four decades until the 
mid-1960s. It was legendary for its Bulgarian recipe for chicken soup. 



Garbe Hardware, 149 Euclid Avenue, late 1930s. Another long-time 
favorite East Side business was Garbe’s Hardware, shown here on the 
northwest comer of Euclid and Second Street. The business started about 1908 
at Euclid and First Street, moving to its familiar location about 1929. The store 
closed in the 1970s after over six decades in business on the East Side. 
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White Star Restaurant, 1392 Panama Street, 1930s. The Ironville 
community out Front Street had many small Ma & Pa businesses during its 
century of existence from the 1860s to the 1960s. The restaurant occupied 
both sides of this large building in the 1930s. There was also a White-Star 
Restaurant for many years at White Street and Starr Avenue in East Toledo. 



Baywood Grocery, 1398 Panama Street, Ironville, about 1937. The 
Baywood was affiliated with the Nation-wide Service & Grocery chain at 
the time of this photo. Several grocery stores were located in this building 
over the years, the last being the Panama Market in the 1960s. The factory 
at the left is the France Foundry and Machine Company. At the far right 
can be seen the corner of the White Star Restaurant. 

191 





EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Prater Confectionary, 1216 Girard Street, about 1955. This tiny store, 
with its classic metal soda signs was in business in Ironville during the 1950s 
and early 1960s. Notice the laundry hanging behind the store. 



E. M. Pohl Grocery, 3101 Gleason at Millard, 1910. C. J. Alexander, the 
butcher, is pictured in front of Pohl’s Grocery in this early photo. This was 
Pohl’s first store, located at this site in Ironville from 1905 until about 1920, 
when he moved to 245 Millard Avenue. In the 1930s, the business relocated 
to Main Street. 
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Tony Packo’s Cafe, 1902 Front Street, 1945. Toledo’s most famous 
restaurant, Packo’s has served Hungarian hot dogs in the Birmingham 
community since 1932. The familiar building on the northeast comer of 
Front and Consaul dates to the early 1900s when it housed Munding’s Tin 
Shop. Danko & Horvath, and later G. P. Homyak, operated restaurants in the 
building before Tony Packo, Sr., opened his famous cafe. It is still going 
strong over 70 years lata - , with other outlets around Toledo, and now it is 
anchoring a planned Hungarian Village in the Birmingham neighborhood. 



Tony Packo’s Cafe, Front and Consaul, 1996. Where better to celebrate 
the new Birmingham street signs than at Tony Packo’s? Pictured here are 
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner and then Councilmen Peter Ujvagi and Bob 
McCloskey, both Birmingham residents. 
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Frank Ondms Grocery Store, 2201 Consaul, 1920s. The Ondrus family 
have owned East Side businesses for over 80 years, beginning in the 
Birmingham area. This early view shows the grocery store before it moved 
across to the south side of Consaul Street before 1930. 



Ondrus Hardware, 2208 Consaul Street, 1955. The family grocery store 
had become a dry goods store soon after moving to this location. By the 
1940s, the family business had become hardware, as seen in this 1950s photo. 
A second hardware store at 515 Oak Street opened about 1960, and remains 
family owned to the present day (see p. 102). 
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National Bakery, 119 Whittemore, 1945. The close-knit Birmingham ethnic 
neighborhood has been the home of many small family businesses over the 
years. The National Bakery at Whittemore and Genesee was one of the most 
long-lived and most famous. The origins of this Birmingham institution go 
back to around 1900 when the first owner was listed as Michael Geyer. The 
business changed hands a couple times, but the community enjoyed the smell 
of fresh-baked bread wafting from the National Bakery for about 90 years. A 
few attempts to revive the business in the 1990s were not successful. 



Ivansco’s Grocery, 2026 
Consaul, about 1955. This 
Red & White Grocery was 
operated by Michael Juhasz 
in the 1930s (note the name 
on the building). From the 
late 1940s to the early 1960s 
it was known as the Ivansco 
Grocery. 
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Reid Variety Store, 226 Paine Avenue, late 1930s. Located on the 
southwest comer of Paine and Bakewell, this large variety store served the 
Birmingham community for about four decades from the 1920s to the 
1960s. It was known for its varied merchandise and its soda fountain. To 
the right can be seen the comer of the old Star Theater (see p. 200). 



Chicago Bargain House, 2052 Front Street, late 1930s. Another good 
place to buy Finck’s Overalls, the Chicago Bargain House was in business 
in this building at the comer of Front and Whittemore during the 1930s 
and early 1940s. It was built about 1907 as the William Myers Meat 
Market, which it remained until the late 1920s. Several other businesses 
have occupied the building in more recent times. 
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Takac’s Grocery & Meats, 1956 Genesee Street, late 1930s. This 
interesting pre-cast concrete building, vacant at the time of this photo, was 
familiar to Birmingham residents as Takac’s in the 1950s and 1960s. Built 
about 1910, it housed Louis Braun Drugs in the 1910s, Fisher Drugs and 
John Kocsis’ Piano Store in the 1920s and 1930s, and Steven Orosz’s 
Grocery Store in the 1940s. William Cready is listed as proprietor in recent 
city directories. 



Szegedi’s Party Store, 2113 Consaul, 1957. This little building with 
the distinctive fa 9 ade was home to Szegedi’s Party Store for many years 
on Consaul Street in the heart of Birmingham. Calvin Church can be 
seen in the background. 
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Parkside Market, 2617 Consaul Street, late 1930s. Work is being done on 
Joseph Danyko’s little store on Consaul Street near Whitlock at the time of 
this photo. The Parkside Market was so named because of its proximity to 
Collins Park. It was in business for about 45 years, from 1926 to around 1970. 



Heber Grocery and Meats, 2602 Pratt Street, 1955. Originally a residence, 
Heber’s was in business for 30 years from about 1930 to 1960 in this 
remodeled dwelling at Pratt and Wheeling at the edge of the Birmingham area. 
In the background is the large Ohio Fuel Gas Company tank on Wheeling. 
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Cipriani’s Spaghetti House, 2428 York Street, 1950. This simple building 
had a couple false starts, beginning in the 1920s, before it found success. First 
it was a grocery store run by Carlo Cipriani, then by the 1940s it was called 
Danny’s Place (Danny Cipriani), and finally by 1950 it achieved popularity as 
Mother Cipriani’s Spaghetti House, which lasted until the 1970s. 


Cipriani Spaghetti tffouse; 



BEER - WINE - PIZZAS Take Out Orders 


The finest Italian Fare - Cooked by real Italians 
2428 YORK STREET Phone: 691-1121 

HOURS: 5:00 P. M. to 12:30 A. M. (Monday through Saturday) 

Cipriani’s, 2428 York Street, 1960s. Advertisement for the popular eatery 
on York Street during its heyday, which featured “the finest Italian Fare— 
Cooked by real Italians.” 


199 




















EAST TOLEDO AT WORK 



Toledo Sports Center, 1516 Starr Avenue, February 1963. Built in the 
1940s on the she of the old Starr Avenue streetcar bams, the Sports Center has 
always been a popular bowling alley for East Siders. As seen in this photo, the 
original building was destroyed by a spectacular fire in early 1963. 



Toledo Sports Center, 1516 Starr Avenue, early 1965. Here the newly- 
rebuilt Sports Center can be seen with its 24 lanes ready again for East Side 
bowlers. The business is still going strong today over 40 years later. 
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Epilogue 

* 


“Jobs for Our Children” 

* _ * 

East Toledo Business, Present & Future 


It was the lure of good jobs that brought our parents and 
grandparents to Toledo, and it is good jobs that will keep our children 
here. Although the Toledo area was hit hard in the late 1970s and 1980s 
by lost jobs through corporate mergers and manufacturers leaving town, 
there is still hope for the future. 

The old industrial cities like Toledo are going through a time of 
transitioa Even as some manufacturing jobs have disappeared, 
opportunities in other fields are opening up. Smaller companies in niche 
markets are doing well, and job openings are growing in sectors such as 
health care, technology, and transportation. Our region is affordable and 
livable, and we enjoy prime access to shipping, railroads, and highways. 
East Toledo, though still facing demographic challenges, has the 
potential for urban renewal, especially through the development of its 
extensive riverfront. 

Many new jobs have already been created in East Toledo. 
Companies such as Bowser Momer and J & S Industrial on Oakdale, 
Torbot in the Jobst building, the ACE job incubator in the Weber Block, 
Michael’s Catering, Sunbeam on Main Street, Custom Deco on Miami 
Street, Lexamed Labs in the BEC building, and many other recent 
business success stories have produced jobs on the East Side. 
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A good example of a successful East Side business is Innovative 
Controls Corp., begun by native East Toledoans Louis Soltis and Anson 
Schultz in 1974. They saw the potential in an electrical manufacturing 
business and purchased a large structure and property at 1354 East 
Broadway, formerly the site of Worthmore Feeds and the Kasco Mills. 



Innovative Controls Corporation, 1354 East Broadway. 

The company has grown to an expanding group of employees that 
include engineers, programmers, and technicians. The story of 
Innovative Controls shows how two loyal East Toledoans have built a 
business that benefits the whole community. 

In addition to these recent business successes, the East Side has 
had many long-time employers that have been highlighted in this book, 
including the railroads, oil refineries, utilities, shipyards, hospitals, small 
manufacturers, and other businesses. Also, major employers like 
Sunoco, BP, St. Charles and Bay Park hospitals, LOF and Libbey Glass, 
Toledo Edison, even though not in East Toledo provide jobs for many 
East Side residents. 

A look into the future also shows signs of increased opportunities 
and a better quality of life for the East Side. At the time of this writing, 
the new Veterans Glass City Skyway Bridge, the largest ODOT 
construction project ever undertaken in Ohio, is rising high above the 
river. It will be a signature landmark for Toledo, and also a symbol of 
uniting the two sides of the river. Also, the long-awaited Marina District 
development is finally showing signs of life. The potential impact of this 
project on the East Side, and especially the Main Street area, is very far 
reaching. Some negative demographics could be changed significantly. 
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Also along the river, the Docks restaurants, the Willis Boyer 
museum ship, and the new Starboard Side (as opposed to the old 
Portside) Condos have had a strong influence on International Park and 
the riverfront. Now with the possibility of an amphitheater and the near 
certainty of new housing, the riverfront is set to experience additional 
growth. And finally, a new Locke Library is under construction on the 
riverfront at Miami and Jay Streets. 

Many challenges remain, but many hopeful signs exist. In the 
last 150 years, the East Side has had boom times and hard times, but it 
has survived. And the East Side has had to work for what it achieved; 
nothing was given to it. One of the things we native East Siders are most 
proud of is all the generations who came here with little but labored hard 
to build a better life for their families and for their children after them. 
This book is meant as a small tribute to all those East Toledoans at work. 

* * * 



Frostop Root Beer, 909 Front Street at Morrison Drive, about 1960. 

Seen here at its heyday during the 1950s and 1960s, Frostop served ice-cold 
root beer in frosted mugs to teenagers cruising this popular drive-in. This 
poignant evening photo evokes nostalgia for a more innocent time on the East 
Side, but also points to a new future as this site is now being prepared for the 
development of the Marina District project all along the old riverfront. 
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Riverfront “Hooverville,” 1933. This photo shows the makeshift shacks 
that lined the riverfront between the Pennsylvania Railroad bridge and the 
Edison plant during the depths of the Depression. This area is now at the 
center of the Marina District project. 



Aerial View, Looking South from the Edison Plant, late 1930s. 

Industrial smoke wafts over East Toledo in this 1930s riverfront photo of 
what is now the southern portion of the Marina District project and 
International Park. Note how fill has added significant land from the river 
since the above photo of a few years earlier. 
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Edison Acme Power Plant, Front Street, 1953. This aerial photo of the 
massive Edison plant also captures how the East Side riverfront keeps 
changing. At the top of this photograph, piers were being laid for the new 
Craig Bridge, which opened in 1957. Currently, the old factories along Front 
Street at the lower right of this photo have been demolished, the land at the 
lower left has been remediated for development, and the new 1-280 bridge 
just north of the Craig is scheduled to open in 2007, exactly 50 years after the 
Craig was built. 
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Aerial View of Waite High School Area, late 1920s. The old football 
stadium in the bowl can be seen at the lower left of this vintage photo. In 
1934, the current stadium was built in the ravine across East Broadway, 
pictured here in the extreme lower right, and the bleachers on the north side 
of the bowl became the seats for the visiting team in the new stadium. Now, 
the stadium, one of only three enclosed high school stadiums in Ohio, is 
being extensively renovated, and Waite High School is also scheduled for 
renovation in the next year or two. Note how the land across Front Street 
where the Sports Arena and Brenner Marine would be built is still mostly 
part of the river. This is the area of the East Side that will be greatly affected 
by the new Marina District development. 
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The New Oakdale School, Oakdale and East Broadway, 2005. Shown 
here under construction in the spring of 2005, the new school opened later 
that year in the fall. Across the street. East Broadway Middle School has 
also now opened for classes. New Garfield and Navarre elementary schools 
are currently under construction. 



The Docks Restaurants, International Park, 2001. Beautiful restaurants 
now line the riverfront where railroad cars and coal docks once stood. 
Cousino’s Navy Bistro, Tango’s, Zia’s, Real Sea Food, and Gumbo’s bring 
hungry Toledoans from all parts of the area to the east bank of the river for 
fine dining. 
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New Veterans Skyway Bridge, Looking East, June 2004. The huge center 
pier of the new bridge dwarfs the old Craig Bridge at the right of this photo. 
The span will be 150 feet above the water, and when finished it will be the 
largest ODOT project ever constructed. Photo courtesy of Fred Folger. 


Veterans Skyway Bridge, East Side, 2004. The new bridge soaring above 
Front Street in this photo will anchor the north end of the proposed Marina 
District. Also when the old freeway is removed new land will be available 
for park space all the way to Dearborn Avenue. The bridge is scheduled to 
be completed in 2007, exactly 200 years after the Navarre brothers became 
the first permanent settlers east of the river. It serves as a symbol of the 
future potential of the East Side. Photo courtesy of Fred Folger. 
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Appendix A: 

East Toledo’s Longest-Serving Businesses 


Many East Side businesses enjoyed incredible longevity. Some, like 
Metzger’s Dry Goods and the recently-sold Clegg Funeral Home, were in 
business on the East Side for over 100 years. Others that lasted for the better 
part of a century include E. J. Smith’s Grocery, Barrett’s Shoes, Martin 
Jewelers, and Von Ewegen’s Drug Store. Packo’s (over 70 years) and 
Cousino’s (over 50 years) are examples of current long-lasting businesses. 
Below are the oldest currently-existing businesses in East Toledo: 

• Hoeflinger Funeral Directors. Several locations. Moved to Oregon in the 
early 1990s. Since 1877. 

• Craig Shipyard, Toledo Shipbuilding, American Shipbuilding, Toledo 
Shipyards. Present Front Street locatioa Since 1889. 

• Toledo Flour Mill, National Milling, National Biscuit Company. Present 
Front Street location. Since 1892. 

• East Side Lumber, Starr Lumber Company. Present Starr Avenue location. 
Since 1894. 

• Sun Oil Company, Sunoco. Present locatioa Began as Diamond Oil in the 
1880s, became Sun Oil by mid 1990s. 

• Eggleston-Meinert Funeral Directors. Several locations, and now in Oregon 
and Millbury. Since 1900. 

• Reddish Brothers Hardware, Sporting Goods, Contact Sports. Began at 
Starr and East Broadway, now at Fourth and Main. Since 1909. 

• Hirzel Florist. Two East Side locations, now at East Broadway near Starr. 
Since 1915. 
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Appendix B: 

East Side Street Name Changes 


Old Street Name: 


Bridge Street 
Cherry Street 
Grand Street 
Fort Street 
Brown Road 
Gardner Street 

Barker Street & Port Clinton Pike 
Iron Street (beyond Wheeling) 
Bedortha Street & McCloud Street 
Droege Street 
French Street 

South Platt Street & Brown Street 
South Sixth Street 
Baker Street 

Waite Street & Russell Street 

Longfellow Street 

Williams Street 

Nasby Street 

John Street 

Alice Street 

Robinson Street 

Lee Street 


New Street Name: 


Main Street 

Euclid Avenue 

Consaul Street 

Hathaway Street 

Oakdale Avenue 

Morrison Dr. & Kelsey Ave. 

Dearborn Avenue 

Front Street 

Wheeling Street 

Elgin Avenue 

Greenwood Avenue 

Forsythe Street 

Arden Place 

Elmore Street 

Idaho Street 

York Street 

Milton Street 

Valleywood Drive 

McKinley Street 

Neise Avenue 

Prentice Street 

Belt Street 
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Appendix C: 

Ironville: A Casualty of Industry 


Just over forty years ago, one of the earliest settlements of East Toledo 
disappeared from local maps and directories forever. In 1964, demolition was 
beginning to take place on the 222 structures that comprised the old Ironville 
neighborhood at the end of Front Street. The intent was to enhance the 4-year- 
old Toledo Overseas Terminal and develop an industrial park on the 68 acres of 
one of the East Side’s oldest working-class areas. 

Ironville began as a village in 1863 when a large smelting furnace was 
built by the Manhattan Iron Company at the foot of Millard Avenue on the 
Maumee riverbank. The village grew and prospered around the iron company 
and was incorporated into the growing city of Toledo by 1880. 

Ironville’s prime location by the river and railroad lines led to industrial 
development and rapid expansion that far exceeded residential building. 
Therefore, Ironville soon became surrounded by the river, the Toledo Terminal 
Railroad, and the Gulf Oil Refinery, and by 1930 it had no room to expand. The 
neighborhood did prosper with a number of support businesses that included 
grocery stores, dry good stores, a hardware store, a bank, a gas station, and the 
thriving Klondike oil well. There were also two churches and Irving 
Elementary School. 

Then in 1960, with the advent of the Toledo Port Authority Overseas 
Terminal, an Urban Renewal project was bom to claim the area for further 
industrial development to go along with the success and future needs of the 
terminal. It was of course a dream that never came true. All that was built were 
the recent railroad overpasses on Front Street and Millard Avenue. 

Now, over forty years since Ironville’s 222 homes, churches, and 
businesses were demolished, its 68 acres remain mostly a desolate area of weeds 
and vacant land (see page 53). In short, what was once the catalyst for the birth 
and prosperity of Ironville was also its demise: industry. 
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Index of Businesses 


A & P Supermarket: 152, 164,166 
Acme Coal: 93 
Acme Window Sales: 124 
A1 & Doris’ Grocery: 177 
J. B. Allen Blacksmith: 82 
American Brake Shoe: 6, 30 
American Bridge Co.: 15 
American Shipyards: 33, 34, 36, 

38, 39 

Anderson’s: 37 

Arlington Hotel: 115,120, 134, 135 
Arlington Restaurant: 100 

Baber’s Grocery: 178 

Baby land: 128 

Backus & D. M. Elevator: 3 

Bahnsen & Sons Station: 89 

B. R. Baker: 119 

Band Box Cleaners: 151 

Barrett’s Shoes: 127,128, 132,211 

Bay Park Hospital: 204 

Bay wood Grocery: 191 

Belegrin Hi-Speed: 85 

Best Restaurant: 19 

Beyer’s Bakery: 155, 156 

Bihl Wagon Shop: 18 

Bill’s Marathon: 88 

Billat Grocery: 169 

Bingham Brothers Coal: 8,9 

Blanchard Funeral Home: 107 

Blind Jack’s: 140 

Bob & Bill’s Carryout: 172 

Bob & Joe’s Hi-Speed: 87 

Bower Brothers Sunoco: 85 

Bowser Momer: 203 

Braun’s Grocery: 166 

Bresler’s Drug Store: 180 

British Petrolium (Standard Oil): 

32, 34, 35, 56,67, 204. 

Brown’s Hotel: 7 
Brown Motor Sales: 144, 145 
Brown Oil Can Co.: 45 
Brown Shipyards: 2, 6, 7 


C&QFumiture: 118 
Caldwell Rambler: 116, 119 
Chamber’s Lumber & Planing: 5 
Chamberlain’s Gardens: 5 
Chapman’s Quickprint: 166 
Charter One Bank (1 9 Federal): 

148,149, 152 
Chevron: 4 

Chicago Bargain House: 196 
Chollett Grocery: 26 
Cincinnati, H & D Elevator: 14,63 
Cipriani’s: 199 
Cities Service: 6,45 
Citizen’s Ice: 99 

Clegg Funeral Home: 105,106,211 
Coad Block: 115,145,146,152 
Collins & Parker Drugs: 186 
Columbia Concrete: 50, 

Conaway Lunch: 189 
Cooley Drugs: 187 
Corns Insurance: 100 
Cousino’s: 4, 54,209,211 
Craig’s Beer Barrel (Mad Dog 
Saloon, Don’s Ice Cream): 176 
Craig Oil Refinery: 3, 39,40 
Craig Shipyards: 3, 38, 38,47, 211 
Crane Gardeners: 18 
Culver Motor Sales: 137 
Custom Deco: 203 

Dave’s Band-Aide: 180 
Davies (Kraus) Block: 115,150, 

152 

Dawn Sinclair Station: 86 
Dearborn Cleaners: 180,185 
Dearborn Pharmacy: 180 
Dearborn Shoe Repair: 180 
Deb’s Ice Cream: 88 
Docks Restaurants: 4, 32, 62, 205, 
209 

Don’s Drive-In: 147,149,152 
Dusza’s Standard Oil: 86 
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East Broadway Hardware: 167 
East Side Hospital: 103,104 
East Side Hot Dog: 181 
East Side Sun: 111 
Eastwood Theater: 146, 155, 184 
Eggert’s Meat Market: 168 
Eggleston-Meinert Funeral Home: 

105-108,211 
Elsperman Grocery: 166 

Facey Blacksmith: 83 
Finkbeiner Furniture: 22, 125,142 
Fire Brick & Tile: 3 
Fire Stations: 23,24, 36, 86,153, 
154 

Fiske Brothers Refinery: 46 
Flickinger’s Drugs: 181 
Flory’s Dry Goods: 21,119-121 
Food Center: 115,136 
Foodtown Plaza: 91,100,134-136 
Frankie’s Restaurant: 140 
Franklin Ice Cream: 155,188 
Frostop: 205 

Garbe Hardware: 124,127,190 
Garden Theater: 155 
Gartland Foundry: 49 
Gettings’ Sunoco: 84 
Giese Brothers Coal: 92 
Gilmore & Sons Shipyard: 38 
Goon’s Drug Store: 187 
Gradel’s: 92 
Green’s Sohio: 88 
Gross Automotive: 91 
Gulf Oil: 4, 34,41,42, 56,213 
Gumbo’s Restaurant: 209 

Haas Hardware: 156 
Hamburger Harry’s: 182 
Harpster’s 130 
Harsch Grocery: 27 
Heber Grocery: 198 
Heck Printing: 143,144 
Henry & Gross Grocers: 22, 125 
Hirzel Builder’s Supply: 44, 75, 93 
Hirzel Florists: 176, 211 
Hoeflinger Funeral Home: 91,104, 
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Home Bottling Co.: 96 
Hostess Bakery: 101 
Huntington Bank: 149, 154 

Innovative Controls: 204 
Interlake Iron (Toledo Furnace): 
31,33-35,47,48, 54,56 
Ironville Cash Store: 8 
Isbell Wholesale: 132 
Isenberg Hotel (RR YMCA): 103 
Ivansco Grocery: 195 

J & S Industrial: 203 
Jobst: 6,110,203 

Kasco Mills: 37, 204 
Keller’s Hardware: 131,132, 135 
Kelly’s Dress Shop: 149 
Kinney’s Market: 171 
Kinsey Funeral Home: 107 
Klondike Oil Well: 16 
Knepper Veterinary Clinic: 185 
Koerber’s Brewery: 96 
Kopf s Hotel: 25 
Kroger’s: 164, 178, 183, 185 
Kroning & Trudeau Tavern: 141 
Kuhlman’s: 116,117 

Lake Erie Asphalt: 52 
Lane’s Drug Store: 155 
Lantz Grocery: 171 
Lewis Potato Chip: 189 
Lexamed Labs: 203 
Liggett’s Drug Store: 120 
LOF: 4, 51, 204 

Lownsbury (Steger-Showall): 144 
Lynn’s Used Cars: 136,137 

Main Street: 113-162 
Main St Widening: 114, 138,139 
Malleable Iron Works: 3,6 
Manhattan Iron Co.: 6, 8,213 
Marathon Drive-In: 185 
Martin Jewelers: 150,211 
Martin-Lark Insurance: 153 
Mason Tire (Moon & Son): 90, 154 
Masonic Temple: 115,120,134, 
139,142-144,152 
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Matile’s Market: 167,185 
Maumee Malleable Castings: 49 
Maumee Rolling Mill: 3, 10 
May Coal Co.: 33,92 
McGrath & Sons: 27,187 
Merit Shoes: 126 
Merle’s Cities Service: 90 
Metzger & Plumey: 2,20, 211 
Michael Grocery: 165 
Michael’s Catering: 203 
Mid-States Elevators: 37,65 
Monarch Manufacturing: 46 
Murphy’s Department Store: 121 
Myer’s Furniture: 142 

Nabisco (National Milling): 3,11, 
12,31,33, 36, 39,47, 54,74,211 
Nassar’s Market: 155 
National Bakery: 195 
National Malleable Casting Co.: 11, 
31,54 

Navarre Motor Sales: 141,147 

Navy Bistro: 209 

New Way Lunch: 145, 146 

Nitrate Plant: 52 

Norris/B & O Elevator: 63,65 

Ohio Brick: 51, 94 
Ohio Fuel Gas Co.: 35 
Ohio-Michigan Heating: 130, 131 
Olds & Son Grocery: 28 
Ondrus Hardware: 102,194 
O’Rourke Motor Sales: 148 

Packo’s: 6, 86,193,211 
Paragon Oil: 3,40,41, 54 
Parks Funeral Home: 108 
Parkside Market: 198 
Pastime Bar: 179 
Pasztor’s Pure Oil: 85 
Peerless Bedding: 109 
Peerless Laundry: 97 
J. C. Penney’s: 120,126, 164 
Pete Popoffs: 190 
Pete’s Place: 133 
Pfeffer’s Market: 170 
Philip’s Jewelers: 155 
Platt Building: 115, 116, 119 


Playdium: 200 

Plumey Block: 2,20, 115, 120, 
123,124 

Pohl Grocery: 192 
Port Authority: 35, 55, 213 
Prange’s Grocery: 172 
Prater’s Confectionary: 192 
Prestole Corp.: 110 
Pure Oil Refinery: 35, 87 

Rahe’s Market: 170 
Railroads & Streetcars: 57-80 
Ray’s Party Store: 152 
Real Seafood: 209 
Recht Lawn Supply: 98 
Red-Head Filling Station: 117 
Reddish Hardware & Sporting 
Goods: 141,158,180,211 
Reid Variety Store: 196 
Ringenbach Shoe Repair: 157 
Roby’s Nite Club: 102 
Rodemich Grocery: 29 
Rolling Stock Car Works: 3 
Romstadt Hardware: 179 
Rooster Inn: 157 
Rumpus Room: 201 

St. Charles Hospital: 72, 103,108, 
204 

Schnell’s Market: 173 
Sears Food Market: 174 
Seifert Cigar Factory: 98 
Smith Bridge Co.: 15, 

E. J. Smith’s Grocery: 79, 81,112, 
160,211 

Sports Arena: 117,118 
Sports Center: 60,202 
Star Theater: 200 
Starr Hot Dog: 180 
Starr Lumber: 95, 211 
Station A: 101,135 
Stebbins Hi-Speed: 87 
Stoll’s Rexall Drugs: 135,185 
Sullwold Grocery: 175 
Sun Oil Co.: 3,17,32,43,44,70, 
72, 204,211 

Sunbeam Products: 131,203 
Szegedi’s Party Store: 197 
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Takac’s Market: 197 
Tango’s Restaurant: 209 
Dr. Tank’s: 160 
Textor’s: 30 

Thibodeau Tailor Shop: 132, 133 
Tiedjen’s Sohio: 89 
Timm’s Hall: 185 
Tivoli Theater: 201 
Toledo Bridge Co.: 6,15,113 
Toledo Builder’s Supply: 116 
Toledo Edison: 3, 10, 32, 34, 73, 
204,207 

Toledo Flour Mill (see Nabisco) 
Toledo Overseas Terminal: 55, 56, 
73,213 

Toledo Shipyards: 10, 38, 39 
Toledo Sugar Factory: 51 
Toledo Trust Bank: 138, 140, 149 
Torbot’s: 203 

Torrence Dry Goods: 129, 130 
Tracy’s Brick Yard: 3 
Traufler Basket Factory: 9 
Travis Sunoco: 129 
Trotter Lumber: 94 
Tscheme’s Grocery: 174 
Tschirret’s Cafe: 90, 160 

Union Elevator: 13,65 
Unitcast: 15, 53, 89 

Verd-A-Ray (Save Electric): 109 
Victor Paint Co.: 100 
Village Farm Dairy: 100 
Vogue Dry Cleaners: 181 
Von Ewegen Drug Store: 160, 161, 
175,211 


White-Star Restaurant: 191 
Willard’s Confectionary: 183 
Willinger Bakery: 165 
Wolf Hardware: 127 
Worthmore Feeds: 37, 204 

Zahrly’s Shop: 184 
Zia’s Italian Restaurant: 209 


Wachter Shoes: 128 
Walgreen’s: 85,183, 185 
Walters Pharmacy: 188 
Wamer-McCalla Building: 187 
Wasserman Dry Goods: 186 
Weber Block: 21,115,119-122, 
126,203 

Weger Dry Goods: 179 
Western Auto: 141, 147, 149 
Wetli’s Men’s Shop: 153 
White-Star Market: 177 
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Veterans Skyway Bridge—2003 


Now and Then 

Similar photos nearly 50 years apart show construction on the new Veterans Skyway 
Bridge (above) and constructions on the Craig Memorial Bridge (below). Both photos 
were taken from the west side of the river looking southeast towards East Toledo. The 
1955 photo shows the old Ash-Consaul St. Bridge approach (in the lower left of photo) 
which was removed shortly after the opening of the new Craig Bridge. 

























